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SH'MINI ִמיִני} שְּׁ } (Eighth)

Leviticus 9:1-11:47; 2 Samuel 6:1-7:17; Hebrews 7:1-19

A Messianic Jewish Commentary 
By Hannah Nesher    www.voiceforisrael.net 

“On the eighth day (Shmini) Moses summoned Aaron and his sons and the elders of 
Israel.”  (Leviticus 9:1)

Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God…

Both last week, in Parashah Tsav, and the 
week prior, in Vayikra1, we discussed the
whole issue of sacrifice – the type of 
sacrifice that is pleasing to God – and 
Yeshua’s final, perfect sacrifice. 

We discussed how a ‘right heart and 
obedience’ seems to matter more to God than 
even the sacrifice itself; and that the sacrifice 
of thanksgiving and praise is perhaps the 
highest form of sacrifice.

High Priest (Cohen Hagadol) offering sacrifice of a goat

I can’t resist giving you a beautiful Scripture which affirms this truth, “I will praise the 
name of God with a song, and will magnify Him with thanksgiving.  This also shall 
please the Lord better than an ox or bull, which has horns and hooves.” (Psalm
69:30-31)  

What I love about this Scripture is that the Psalmist, David, writes this after expressing 
his honest emotions: desperation (“Save me, O God! For the waters have come up to my 
soul”)2 ; hopelessness (“I am sinking…”); depression and grief (“I am weary with my
crying…”); guilt (“O God, You know my foolishness…”); shame (“Shame has covered my 
face…”); loneliness and alienation (“I have become a stranger to my brothers…”);
heaviness, self pity, and desire for revenge.   

This whole range of negative emotions is openly expressed in this Psalm. However, even 
though David felt so low - so hurt and angry - he still sang praises to the Lord and 
magnified Him with thanksgiving.  

1 See archives of Parashah commentaries www.voiceforisrael.net 
2 Soul – correct translation of nefesh – mistranslated in NKJ as ‘neck’.
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Perhaps this is why David was called ‘A man after God’s own heart’.   Don’t parents 
positively beam with joy when their children come to them just to say ‘thank you’ and to 
express their appreciation?   
 
My son, Timothy, did this the other night when he said how much he appreciates me for 
allowing him liberal use of the car.  That made me feel so good!  God, our Abba Father, 
also loves it when we come to Him with the sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving – 
especially when things don’t seem to be going our way! 
 
Even though the Temple is destroyed and we no longer offer these Levitical sacrifices, 
knowing Yeshua is the final ‘korban’; there are still other sacrifices which we can offer 
up to God. The apostle Paul says that our generous acts of love and service toward one 
another are a ‘sweet-smelling aroma and well pleasing to God.’ 3  
 
When we break out of our own self-centeredness and reach out to others with sacrificial 
love, kindness and practical help, this actually fills the throne room of God with a 
fragrance that brings Him pleasure. 
 
Another similar kind of sacrifice that pleases God is to do good and to share with one 
another. “Do not forget to do good and to share, for with such sacrifices God is well 
pleased.”  (Hebrews 13:16) 
 
 I saw a beautiful illustration of this the other day in our kehilla (congregation).  As is our 
custom, on special festival days, we bring food and drinks to share together for a 
communal meal and fellowship.  I had cooked chicken kebobs on skewers served over a 
bed of rice. As we went through the line-up, I noticed the first people grabbing the 
kebobs; and then we got to Michael – and the last  kebob….. 
 
This beautiful young boy of eleven years old, picked up that kebob, began lowering it to 
his plate, and then stopped… Turning to the young girl beside him in line, Michael asked, 
“Would you like this one?”  How sweet!  How it filled my heart with joy to see a simple 
but profound sacrificial act in one so young.  How much more must it please the heart of 
God when we are willing to share what we have with others. Faith in itself is not enough; 
we must demonstrate our faith by giving in material ways to those in need. 4 
 
‘Sh’mini’, the title of this week’s parashah, means ‘eighth’ (8th), and comes from the 
opening Scripture where Moses called for Aaron and his sons to begin offering sacrifices 
 to the Lord.  These sacrifices were offered as a kind of ‘welcoming  (korbanot ,ָקְרבֳּנֹות) 
ceremony’ to greet the arrival of God’s shekinah glory presence:  
 
 “Then Moses said, ‘This is what the LORD has commanded you to do, so that the 
glory of the LORD may appear to you.’” (Leviticus 9:6)  
 
                                                 
3 Philippians 4;18 
4 James 2:14 – 17 
 

2



3 
 

It took a full eight days to prepare for this glorious event! 
 
What is the significance of the number eight in a Hebraic context?  Jewish mystics 
consider it the eighth day of the anniversary of creation.  On the seventh day, God rested 
because all the work of His creation had been completed.  Therefore He blessed the 
seventh day and declared it a set apart, holy day of rest. 
 
On the eighth day, however; the first day after the week of creation, work resumed once 
more – human beings became involved in God’s creation by tending and caring for the 
Garden of Eden. 
 
Eight is also an important number in Hebrew because it represents covenant (Brit).  The 
rite of circumcision (Brit Millah), which brings 
every male child into an eternal covenant with the 
Almighty God, as commanded to Abraham and his 
descendants forever, is performed on the eighth day 
– the day that Yeshua Himself was circumcised. 
 
“On the eighth day, when it was time to 
circumcise the child, he was named Yeshua, the 
name the angel had given him before he was 
conceived.”  (Luke 2:21)  

Workshop of Giovanni Bellini, c. 1500 
 
The number eight also corresponds to the Hebrew letter chet {}ח which can stand for 
both chet (sin) and chaim (life).  God has provided a remedy for the sin (chet) that leads 
to death in Yeshua Hamashiach (the Messiah) through the New Covenant (Brit 
Hadashah), so that we may have life (chaim) and life more abundantly!  Halleluyah!  
 
Shmini illustrates the vital importance of giving a sacrifice in the right way. Even the 
order of the sacrifices had religious significance.   
 
“On the eighth day Moses summoned Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel.  
He said to Aaron, “Take a bull calf for your sin offering and a ram for your burnt 
offering, both without defect, and present them before Adonai.” (Leviticus 9:1-2) 
 
First came the sin offering, representing purification; then the burnt offering which 
represents total surrender to God.  The meal offering symbolized a consecration of one’s 
labor to the Lord, and the peace offering symbolizes communion with Adonai.  
 
 Giving a proper sacrifice in the exact right way under the Mosaic Covenant could make 
the difference between life and death! In this week’s Parashah (Torah portion) we will 
learn how two men, Nadav and Avihu (sons of Aaron), offered up a sacrifice that did not 
please the Lord – an error for which they paid with their lives! 
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The consecration of Aaron and his 
sons (as well as the desert tabernacle) 
took place exactly one year after the 
Exodus from Egypt, in the first month 
(hachodesh harishon) of Nisan. This is 
the beginning of spring, when the 
rainy season comes to an end; the fruit 
trees begin to blossom and the fields 
are carpeted in wildflowers. 
 
The Hebrew word for spring is ‘aviv’, 
which can be divided into two parts:  
‘av’ which means ‘father’ and ‘iv’ 
which has a numerical representation 
of 12. Thus, aviv (spring) is the ‘father 
of the twelve months of the year’; and 
Passover (which occurs in the month 
of Nisan) is the symbolic ‘father’ of 
the twelve tribes of Israel as a nation.5 
                                                                  

Photos by Talia Good, Wildflowers at 
Gamla on the Golan Heights 
 
Therefore, in a Jewish mystical 
sense, the entire Hebrew calendar 
is spiritually connected to the 
formation of the Hebrew twelve 
tribes.  While the number seven 
represents the natural world 
(God’s creation of the universe), 
the number eight stands for all 
that is of the spiritual realm. 
 
The Ark of the Covenant was 
carried on eight poles, there were 

eight spices of incense, the Cohen Hagadol (High Priest) had eight articles of clothing, 
etc.  Often the week long festivals of Passover and Sukkot are given an additional ‘eighth 
day’ of celebration such as ‘Acharon shel Pesach’ on Passover and ‘Shmini Atzeret’ on 
Sukkot (Tabernacles). 
 
On this eighth day, however, which was meant to be a glorious conclusion to the time of 
preparing for the entry of God’s glory to the mishkan (tabernacle); and the beginning of 
Aaron and his sons’ priestly ministry – something went terribly wrong! 

                                                 
5 Joe Bobker, Torah with a Twist of Humor p 231 
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Nadav and Avihu, Aaron’s two eldest 
sons, perished in the blink of an eye – 
devoured by the consuming fire of God’s 
wrath. Why? It is not entirely clear what 
brought upon their destruction but the 
Torah only says they offered ‘strange 
fire’ which God had not commanded.  
 
The Hebrew word used here is ‘Eish 
zarah’  ֵאׁש זָָרה which carries the 
connotation of being ‘foreign, strange or 
a stranger’. 
 
 
                Aaron's Sons, Nadab and Abihu, Destroyed by Fire (engraving circa 1625–1630 by Matthäus Merian) 
 
“Aaron’s sons Nadav and Avihu took their censers, put fire in them and added 
incense; and they offered strange fire (eish zarah) before the LORD, contrary to his 
command.  So fire came out from the presence of 
the LORD and consumed them, and they died before 
the LORD.”  (Leviticus 10:1-2)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Two Priests Are Destroyed                                                         The Sin of Nadab and Abihu  (1907 Bible card            
(watercolor circa 1896–1902 by James Tissot)                                         Providence Lithograph Company) 
 
What was Aaron’s response to such a terrible family tragedy?  Silence. 
“ Aaron remained silent.”  (Leviticus 10:3) 
 
There is a well known saying that ‘Silence is golden’ and Aaron proves this to be true.  
At a time of great grief, Aaron remained silent rather than speak out in angry accusation 
against God. 
 
Even Yeshua knew that as He approached his greatest and most difficult trial, it would be 
better if he did not speak much.  “I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of 
this world is coming. He has no claim on me.” (John 14:30) 
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When we go through painful trials in life or when tragedy strikes unexpectedly – whether 
illness, accident or even death – one of the best initial strategies may be to keep our 
mouth closed until we have control over what we may say. 
 
Job’s friends, after their initial witness of his terrible situation, just sat beside him in 
silence.  It is probably the best thing that they did; for once they opened their mouths to 
speak, they poured forth foolishness. 
 
Solomon, in all his wisdom, penned the verse, “Even a fool, when he keeps silent, is 
considered wise; when he closes his lips, he is considered prudent.”  (Proverbs 17:28) 
 
Facing the Unexpected 
 
The day that he was to be inaugurated into the office of High Priest (Cohen Hagadol) 
should have been one of the happiest days in Aaron’s life!  After the required seven days 
of consecration, on the eighth day (Shmini), Aaron and his sons were to enter into their 
exalted service unto the Lord; and yet, before the end of the day, Aaron’s two eldest sons 
lay dead at his feet, devoured by the fire of Adonai.     
          
Sometimes unexpected events occur in our day that we definitely did not see coming!  
We wake up one morning, thinking everything is going to go well; but then something 
suddenly hits us blind-side.   
 
A few years ago, a terrible tragedy took place at a wedding reception in Jerusalem when 
the entire floor collapsed, sending many of the wedding guests plummeting to their 
deaths.  What was to be one of the happiest days of this young newly wed’s lives turned 
out to be the worst as many of their relatives and loves ones died in that terrible mishap, 
caused by the builder’s negligence.  
 
Likewise, when a terrorist’s bomb exploded at the Central Bus Station in Jerusalem, or at 
the shook (market) or café, none of the people injured or killed (or their friends and 
families) expected this tragedy to happen - but it did – and unfortunately it still does.   
 
Surprises are not always negative. Sometimes unexpected good things also happen, like 
receiving a promotion, or a visit from a loved one.  I didn’t expect my Dad to announce 
that he was going to pay off all my debt; but when he did, I was shouting halleluyah!!   
 
When we invited a lonely neighbor to our Passover Seder one year, he was delighted. He 
had expected to be all alone; but when he received our invitation, he said, “We just never 
know, when we wake up, what a day will bring forth!” How true!  
 
 The Word of God tells us not to boast about tomorrow:   “Do not boast about 
tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring.” (Proverbs 27:1) 
We can never be sure what a day will hold, but the one thing we can be sure of is that 
God has us in the Palm of His hands; therefore we can face whatever He sends our way.  
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There may be another reason why God 
struck down Nadav and Avihu. After the 
disposal of their bodies, the Lord spoke to 
Aaron, saying,  
 
“Drink no wine or strong drink, 
“neither you nor your sons with you, 
when you go into the Ohel Mo’ed (Tent 
of Meeting), that ye  die not... that you 
may put a difference between the holy 
and the unholy, the unclean and the 
clean.” (Leviticus 10:9-10) 
 
                                         The Dead Bodies Carried Away (watercolor circa 1896–1902 by James Tissot) 
 
The rabbis believe, therefore, that Nadav and Avihu dared to enter the Sanctuary under 
the influence of alcohol.  Wine and even ‘strong drink’ are not forbidden in Scripture. In 
fact, a small drink of ‘Schnapps’ is often a part of many Jewish 
celebrations and is even offered in the synagogues as a part of 
Sabbath or festival services.   
 
A special, sweet ‘kiddush’ wine is used when ushering in the 
Sabbath on Friday at sunset, along with the custom of lighting 
candles and eating a special braided bread called challah.  It is the 
custom to drink four ceremonial cups of wine at the Passover 
Seder6. 
 
A cup of Kiddush (sanctified) wine is also a customary part of 
special occasions such as a wedding or betrothal.  Drinking wine or alcohol in 
moderation has never been prohibited in Scripture; however the function of the priests 
(cohanim) was to distinguish between the sacred (kadosh – holy) and the secular (hol – 
common), the clean (tahor - pure) and the unclean (tameh - defiled).  
 
I recently attended a Christian worship concert here in Jerusalem and the person singing 
said that according to Jewish thought, there is no distinction between secular and sacred.  
I thought, “Oye! Where in the world did he ever get that notion?!”  One of the main 
functions of spiritual leadership is to teach God’s people the difference between hol and 
kadosh. 
 
Drinking alcohol in moderation may be acceptable for some occasions, but was forbidden 
for a ‘cohen’ performing holy duties.  Activities that may be acceptable for the general 
public may be not fitting for someone called into dedicated service for the Lord. Just as 
we cannot ‘drink and drive’; it is equally dangerous in a spiritual sense to ‘drink and 
serve’ the Lord.  
 
                                                 
6 Even though moderate drinking of wine or alcohol is permissible in Jewish culture, the incidence of 
alcoholism is extremely low!  
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Paul said that although everything is permissible for him, not everything would be 
beneficial.  “Everything is permissible for me, but not everything is beneficial. I will 
not be mastered by anything.” (1 Corinthians 6:12)  

 
Another theory about Nadav and Avihu’s death is that they used fire that did not come 
from the eternal flame burning continually on the altar; or that they simply performed this 
act on their own initiative without God commanding them to do so.   
 
Guarding God’s Holiness 
 
In any event, it is evident that these sons of Aaron were careless in the face of God’s 
holiness. In the corresponding haftarah (Prophetic portion), David and his procession of 
men handled the Ark of the Covenant in a careless manner.  God had commanded it to be 
carried with poles on the shoulders of the priests; but they put the Ark on a new cart 
pulled by oxen. 
 
When the oxen stumbled, one of the men, Uzzah, put his hand out to steady the Ark and 
the Lord struck him for his error and he died instantly!   
 
“And when they came to the threshing-floor of Nacon, Uzzah put forth his hand to 
the ark of God, and took hold of it; for the oxen stumbled. And the anger of the 
LORD was kindled against Uzzah; and God smote him there for his error; and 
there he died by the ark of God.”  (2 Samuel 6:6-7) 
 
We may consider that these examples of 'instant death judgments' are limited to the ‘Old 
Testament God of law and justice’; 
and that under the New Testament we 
are ‘under grace’ and therefore 
immune to God’s wrath.  
 
Studying the example of Ananais and 
Sapphira should be enough to 
convince us that this is a dangerous 
fallacy. This couple lied to the Holy 
Spirit about how much money they 
received for the sale of their property 
when bringing an offering to the 
apostles in Jerusalem.                                               The Death of Ananias, by Raphael 
 
“Now a man named Ananias, together with his wife Sapphira, also sold a piece of 
property. With his wife’s full knowledge he kept back part of the money for himself, 
but brought the rest and put it at the apostles’ feet.”  (Acts 5:1) 
 
Here, again, they offered up a sacrifice – they were giving – but with a deceitful heart – 
and so the Lord struck them down and they died at the apostles’ feet.  
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 Peter said to Ananias,   

“What made you think of doing such a thing? You have not lied just to human 
beings but to God. ’When Ananias heard this, he fell down and died. And great fear 
seized all who heard what had happened.”  (Acts 5:4-5) 

Walking in the Fear of the Lord 
 
Our God, the Ancient of Days, is the same in the Old and the New. He is יהוה YHVH -  
He does not change.   "For I am  יהוה YHVH, I do not change…" (Malachi 3:6)  
 
Although God is merciful, patient, compassionate, and slow to anger, we must not take 
these qualities for granted, nor test the Lord our God by treating his holiness carelessly; 
for God is equally just and holy.  For this reason He is called a ‘consuming fire’7. 

May we return to walking in a healthy fear of the Lord that will keep us on the narrow 
road that leads to life.  “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” (Proverbs 
9:10) 

Are we truly walking in the ‘fear of the Lord’?  Are we teaching this to our children?   
 
We can misrepresent God as an angry vengeful God who will strike us down for the 
slightest infraction of His strict rules; but we also do not accurately represent God as a 
God of love without justice – a God who will always give us what we want and never 
hold us accountable for our actions.  
 
 I remember walking to the back of a church and seeing a couple boys drawing 
pornographic sketches as they sat in the back pew; apparently, just ‘passing the time’ 
until the service ended and they could finally go home to their video games I assume.  
 
We, and our children, need to know that even if no one sees, God sees.  And He is a God 
of perfect love and perfect justice. Yes, we are called His ‘friends’ and yet we must still 
retain a sense of reverence for His majesty. 
 
 Perhaps when we return to walking in the fear of the Lord, His glory will dwell with us.  
“Surely his salvation is near to those who fear Him, that His glory may dwell in our 
land.”  (Psalm 85:9)  
 
 How we long for the glory of God to appear to us; how we seek to behold His holiness - 
but could we really handle it? Or would people be dropping like flies? We want to draw 
nigh unto God and know the power of His presence, but could it possibly be His mercy 
which keeps us at a safe distance? 
 
 Perhaps we have lost a sense of the Holiness of God and the necessity of serving Him as 
He has commanded and not in the way that seems right in our own eyes.  
                                                 
7 Deuteronomy 4:24 
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Tommy Tenney, in his book, The God Chasers, wrote this:  
 
"It is God's mercy that keeps Him away from us. For generation after generation, 
Christians have prayed strange little prayers and beat the altars saying, "God, come 
near; God, come near." I believe He has been answering us all along, but with a doubled 
-edged answer. 
 
 With one hand, He beckons on, calling out to us, "Come on, call Me closer and I will 
come because I want to come near." Yet at the same time, He holds out His other hand in 
warning while saying, "Be careful, be careful. If you're going to get any closer, then 
make sure that everything is dead. If you really want to know Me, then everything must 
die." 8 
 
It was the sacrifice, the death of the animals, which gave the signal to God that He could 
come near His people; He could reveal His glory without striking them dead.  
 
Yeshua's sacrifice paid the price for our entry into the Holy of Holies, but we cannot 
enter with flesh that is alive and a stench in the nostrils of God. If we really want to come 
close to God, then we must die to our flesh through repentance and brokenness. This is 
not appealing to us, but it is the price we must pay to draw close to God.  
 
Holy Speed Bumps 
 
The Haftorah (prophetic) portion of scripture further 
illustrates this issue. King David determined to bring 
the Ark of the Covenant back to the capital city of 
Jerusalem from the town where the Philistine 
conquerors had taken it.  
 
“David again brought together all the able young 
men of Israel – thirty thousand. He and all his men 
went to Baalah in Judah to bring up from there the 
ark of God, which is called by the Name,  the name 
of the LORD Almighty (Yehovah Tz’vaot), who is 
enthroned between the cherubim on the ark.”  (2 
Samuel 6:1-2) 
 

The Ark Brought to Jerusalem (illustration from a Bible card published 1896 by the 
Providence Lithograph Company) 

 
Can you imagine the scene?  King David and thirty thousand young men of Israel – all 
singing and dancing and playing music before the Lord.  Now this is what we call an 
amazing worship concert!!  They were in a joyous, celebratory mood – so excited to be 
bringing back the Ark of Covenant to its rightful place in Jerusalem.  
 

                                                 
8 The God Chasers, Tommy Tenney, p.60, Destiny Image 2000 
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“David and all Israel were celebrating with all their might before the LORD, with 
castanets, harps, lyres, tambourines, rattles and cymbals.”  (II Samuel 6:5) 
 
But then – something once again went terribly awry!  For all their joyful praise and 
worship and dancing that accompanied the procession, they obviously did not transport 
the Ark of God in the 
prescribed manner.  
 
When the oxen stumbled, 
Uzzah put his hand out to 
steady the Ark. "And the 
anger of the Lord was 
kindled against Uzzah; 
and God smote him there 
for his error and there he 
died by the Ark of God. 
And David was 
displeased." (II Samuel 
6:7-8a)                       The Chastisement of Uzzah (watercolor circa 1896–1902 by James Tissot) 
 
David's intentions were noble; He wanted to see the glory and presence of God returned 
to its rightful place in Jerusalem. But they tried to handle the holiness of God with human 
hands. God will allow us to do things in our own, fleshly ways only so long. And then we 
hit the 'bump in the road'.  
 
We come to a point where we must seriously ask ourselves if we are doing God's will in 
His way, or according to our own understanding. We must soul search for the answer to 
the question of whether or not we are really the one to be carrying out this service for the 
Lord in the first place.  If God is not in it, then we will surely not succeed. Even if we 
struggle in the flesh, we will surely be defeated as we can see with the children of Israel.  
 
Presuming to go up the Mountain 
 
God condemned the children of Israel to forty years of wandering in the wilderness where 
they would ultimately perish - all except two men - Joshua and Caleb, who had a 
different spirit; who trusted wholeheartedly in the Lord and didn't follow the crowd in 
their doubts and unbelief.  
 
Of that entire generation, all perished in the desert (midbar) except these two men. Only 
their children would enter the Promised Land. Can you imagine such a judgment? Can 
you fathom being told that the entire destiny of your life is to wander aimlessly around 
and around a mountain in the middle of some barren desert until you die?  
 
Granted, it was because of their sin, but could you live without any hope of a better 
future? Could I? We all want hope of a better future for ourselves and our children; and 
so we can understand why the Israelites 'presumed to go up' in their own strength. They 
couldn't accept that this was God's final word - they thought they would still give it a go.  
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They said in the morning, "Here we are, and we will go up to the place which the 
Lord has promised, for we have sinned." (Numbers 14:40)  
 
Moses warned them, "Now why do you transgress the command of the Lord? For this 
will not succeed. Do not go up lest you be defeated by your enemies, for the Lord is 
not among you…because you have turned away from the Lord, the Lord will not be 
with you." (Numbers 14:41-44) 
 
 But the people would not listen to Moses’ doom-filled predictions. Buoyed with false 
optimism, they "presumed to go up to the mountaintop"; but (as Moses predicted) were 
beaten on the battlefield because God was not with them.  
 
We can no longer play games with God. We must seriously find out if He is really 'with 
us' in what we are trying to do (even for Him) or if our problems and struggles are 
because we are simply 'presuming to go up', even though He is not among us.  
 
Without the anointing of God, we cannot succeed and prosper, no matter how much 
positive thinking we practice or how fervently we speak forth the promises of God! Is the 
Church singing, dancing and making a loud, joyful noise with musical instruments, as 
was David's procession, only to be headed for the threshing floor of Nachon?9  
 
“When they came to the threshing floor of Nachon, Uzzah reached out and took 
hold of the ark of God, because the oxen stumbled. The LORD’s anger burned 
against Uzzah because of his irreverent act; therefore God struck him down, and he 
died there beside the ark of God.” (2 Samuel 6:6-7) 
 
This is where God stopped David and the gang in their tracks. It took them three months 
to repent and recover from Uzzah's death in order to accept that they needed to change 
their way of doing things to conform to God's ways.  
 
God is doing a real shaking in our midst, it seems, and we must ask if we are willing to 
pay the price, to change our ways in order to live according to His standards of holiness  - 
not those which seem right in our own eyes.  
 
Part II:  Holy Food! 
 
Isn't it interesting that the first thing God deals with in the area of holiness is food!? 
Perhaps it is because God doesn't want us to be 'once a week' holy people when we meet 
together in congregations; but to be holy, set apart, sanctified people every day and every 
time of the day.  
 

                                                 
9 II Sam 6:6 The place where Uzzah put out his hand to hold onto the ark of God 
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That means that whenever we feel the urge to eat (which is often with 
some of us - myself included…) we must choose to either accept 
God's way or our own. In chapter 11 of the book of Leviticus, God 
outlines which of the living things we may eat as food and which we 
may not eat.10   
                                                                              
 It's not surprising that we have the majority of the people of God 
rebelling against God's commandments in this area. It seems to be an 
ancient sin that lingers upon God's people – our tendency to succumb 
to the voice of the tempter who hisses (as he did in the Garden of 
Eden), "Did God really say you couldn't eat _________?"  
 

A 17th-century carved depiction of serpent in the Book of Genesis, at Stokesay Castle 
 
Many of God's people have bought a lie, ‘lock, stock and barrel’, that God has changed 
His mind about His commandments and so now ‘all foods are clean’. God says He does 
not change: "For I am YHVH, I do not change…" (Malachi 3:6) 
 
The other lie that Believers buy into is that these commandments are just for the Jews; 
therefore Gentiles are not required by God to live by these so-called  'Jewish laws'.  
                             
One Law, One Torah, One standard 
 
These Biblical commandments regarding food are not 'Jewish laws' but God's written 
instructions to His holy people. Anyone who chooses to disobey them must then be 
honest and not claim to live in obedience to God's commandments. It reminds me of King 
Saul, when God commanded him to attack the Amalekites and destroy all that belonged 
to them:  all the men, women, children, and all their livestock too. 
 
Instead of obeying God’s commands, however; King Saul took King Agag alive and 
spared the best of the livestock and all that was good.  Because he was unwilling to carry 
out His commands, God regretted ever making Saul King.   
When the Prophet Samuel confronted him, Saul said, ‘The LORD bless you! I have 
carried out the LORD’s instructions.’ (1 Samuel 15:13)   
What was Samuel’s response?  He asked,  
 ‘What then is this bleating of sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that I 
hear?’ (1 Samuel 15:14) 
We may consider King Saul in serious ‘denial’; but are we not doing the same thing if we 
claim to be obeying the Lord’s commandments - and yet doing things that are in 
complete disobedience to His clearly written Word?   
We also may say, “The Lord bless you!  I have obeyed God’s commands” 

                                                 
10 See book, Kashrut, Biblical Dietary Laws by the author 

13



14 
 

In response, might not a prophet of God say to us, “Oh really??  You are obeying the 
Lord’s instructions?  What then is this bacon I see on your plate or this shrimp and 
lobster I see you eating?”  
I just got a message from a non-Jewish sister in Yeshua who expressed her frustration 
with her ‘Sunday church’ (as she called it).  She said,  
“I love the fellowship but so much is backwards.  On ‘Resurrection Sunday’), they served 
crab-stuffed mushrooms, leavened bread11 with pork sausage.  I love these people, but I 
couldn’t help but wonder if Yeshua would feel welcome there if He was there physically. I 
feel so different from others and I really look forward to the day when Yeshua will set it 
all straight.”   
All I can say to that is Amen sister! 
 
To use the argument that that God’s commandments are not valid for non-Jewish 
disciples of Yeshua because these instructions were given to Israel first is simply not 
logical.  God also gave the Ten Commandments first to Israel; He first gave them the 
Bible; a place in Covenant with Him through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; and in fact, the 
Messiah Himself was first given to the people of Israel12.  
 
Yeshua said that He came only for the lost sheep of Israel13. Does this mean that those 
not born of Israelite birth are excluded from a place in the Covenants of promise, 
excluded from salvation through a Jewish Messiah? Of course not! We would consider 
this ridiculous!  
 
God in His mercy has opened the way for anyone - of any race, tongue, or tribe - to be 
brought near to Him through the blood of Yeshua. Non-Jews may become citizens in the 
greater commonwealth of Israel and full-fledged co-members of the family of God. 
(Ephesians 2:11-21) 
 
So why would we exclude non-Jewish Believers from also enjoying the benefits of 
keeping God's commandments as outlined in the Torah? I find this suggestion - that 
God's Torah is only for the Jews, but that so-called ‘Gentiles’ are not required to keep 
God's commandments, but rather are allowed to live at some 'sub-standard level'  - an 
offensive attitude.  
 
God does not play favorites (Acts 10:34).  There is not some ‘sub-standard level of 
holiness’ for non-Jewish Believers; but rather ‘one law, one Torah, and one standard’ for 
all of God's people (Numbers 15:15-16).  
 
The dividing wall of partition has been destroyed between Jews and Gentiles in the 
Messiah. We are to live and fellowship together in unity. How is this possible if one 
group continues to live in rebellion towards something as basic as one's daily diet?  
                                                 
11 Leaven (yeast) is forbidden during Passover week (see Cleansing the Leaven article or Passover book by 
the author) 
12 Jeremiah 31:31 - 34 
13 Matthew 15:24 

14



15 
 

 
What should we do when it comes to the food fellowship after services? Have one table 
of food with a sign reading, 'Kosher' (clean), and the other with a sign reading, 'Treif' 
(unclean)? 
 
 I had to smile the other day when we attended a congregational picnic and BBQ for 
Purim.  As the kids lined up 
for their burgers and hot 
dogs, my youngest daughter, 
Liat (age11 at the time) 
turned to me and said, 
 
 “You know what one of the 
great things is about living in 
Israel?”   
 
“No, what?”  I asked her.   
 
“That when we have hot 
dogs, I don’t have to worry 
that they might be pork.”   
 
This was always a concern 
when we attended Christian functions that involved food.  Pork and shellfish, which are 
forbidden foods for God’s holy people seem to be a regular part of most Christian’s diets. 
In fact, I often hear the lament from Messianic Believers that the Christians in their midst 
give them funny looks or make rude jokes about the fact that they keep Biblical kashrut. 
 
Biblical Kashrut vs Rabbinically ‘Kosher’  
 
Now allow me to make a disclaimer – although I do keep God’s dietary laws, I do not 
believe it is necessary to keep man-made Rabbincal dietary laws.  And believe me, there 
is a HUGE difference!  
 
 Obviously Messianic congregations are diverse and 
this can make for some interesting situations.  I 
recently attended the ‘new moon’ service of a 
Messianic Congregation in Israel where they celebrate 
with a pot luck dinner.  Wanting to contribute, even 
though this was not my ‘home congregation’, I made a 
kind of Mexican casserole with spicy beef and pasta 
topped with grated cheese.  
                       
                         The circled U indicates that this product is certified as kosher by the Orthodox Union (OU).              
The word  "pareve" indicates that this product contains neither milk- nor meat-derived ingredients 
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 Now probably most of you know that Orthodox Jews keep meat and dairy products 
separate; but I never expected a Messianic congregation to do so.  As for me, when I read 
in Genesis 18 that Abraham, the Lord, and the angels ate meat and milk together, I said to 
myself, “If it’s good enough for God, angels and Abraham, then I can be pretty sure it’s 
ok for me too!”  
 
So I was horrified to hear someone shout (loudly), “Oh no!  Look at that!” (pointing to 
MY casserole). “Is that cheese on top?!  How did that get on the table?!” (they were 
serving a meat meal).  Of course, I ‘just happened to be’ standing right there when this 
happened. I tried to look nonchalant and totally disinterested as they made a big show of 
hurrying my tasty casserole off the table and whisking it away for parts unknown.   
 
 I fumed about that for the rest of the evening but in the end, found my Mexican casserole 
hidden away in a corner, took it home and promptly ate it, thank you very much.    
 
Now I’m thinking, “Oye, I’m probably offending a whole 
segment of Messianic Believers who keep a Rabbinic form 
of Kashrut”.  Please accept my apology – I am not trying to 
be rude or to say that it is a sin to keep meat and dairy 
dishes separate; to use separate plates, pots, dishes, dish 
towels, drying racks, cutting boards, cutlery, AND an 
entirely separate whole set of everything for Passover 
(whew!) - only that in my personal opinion it is not God’s 
requirements but a man-made form of law which we may 
keep if we choose but is not necessary.  

 Kosher dairy dishes from the 19th century in the Jewish Museum, Berlin. 
 
Ok, enough said…  I hope I’m out of the doghouse with that…  
 
Kasher - Allegiance 
 
In Hebrew, the word kasher כשר means ‘kosher’ but also means to 
be worthy, fit, honest, wholesome, or legitimate. It is close to 
another Hebrew word, Kasher, that sounds the same but is spelled 
with a different letter  (kuf), קשר meaning to tie, bind, become 
attached to, or form a knot. Holding fast to God's dietary laws 
forms a strong bond or allegiance to Him that comes out of this 
daily devotion, especially when it means facing the ridicule of our 
peers.                                                    

 Orange juice certified ‘kasher l’Pesach’ (kosher for Passover) 
 
The Maccabees martyrs of ancient Israel not only endured ridicule and shame but 
actually gave their lives rather than eat one piece of meat that God had declared unclean. 
Many Jewish people, under the rule of Antiochus Ephiphanes, were forced to eat unclean 
food or face death. 14 
                                                 
14 See Messianic Jewish View of Chanukah book by the author 
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"Yet there were many in Israel who stood firm and found the courage to refuse 
unclean food. They chose death rather than contamination by such fare or 
profanation of the holy covenant, and they were executed." (I Maccabees 1:62-63) 
 
The story is told in the book of Maccabees of a Torah teacher named Eleazar who 
continued to spit out the morsel of pork his tormentors tried to force him to eat. Fearing 
for his life, those around him tried to convince him to just pretend to eat it in order to 
spare his life, but he refused, not wanting to give others who might follow the example of 
this respected sage, the wrong impression that it was acceptable to eat pork.  
 
"This was how he died, leaving his death as an example of nobility and a record of 
virtue not only for the young but for the greater part of the nation." (II Maccabees 
6:31) 15 
 
Some might find it difficult to understand why one morsel of pork would be worth the 
sacrifice of one's life. It was not the pork itself, but what it stood for. The rejection of 
God's dietary laws stood equivalent to apostasy.  
 
Their tormentors knew that if they could force the Jews to eat one bite of pork, they had 
symbolically surrendered to the kingdom of darkness and broken their allegiance to their 
God. I find it utterly amazing how many Christians will so freely break the Biblical 
prohibition against eating unclean foods, and at the same point, vehemently defend their 
non-scriptural belief that the drinking of wine, or dancing is forbidden in scripture.  
 
They find verses that warn against overindulgence in wine or alcoholic drink and use 
these to justify their condemnation of everyone who drinks 'real wine' in their kiddush 
cup.  I say in response that 'Jesus' did not change water into grape juice! Those in misery 
or mourning are even encouraged to drink a little to forget their grief. (Proverbs 31:6)  
At one time of the year, the people are instructed to sell off a portion of what God had 
blessed them with and buy whatever their hearts desire - including wine or similar drink - 
and rejoice before the Lord. 16 
 
I realize that there are some people who have a problem with alcohol and should never 
drink even a little. I am not trying to indicate that it is a virtue to drink alcohol, only to 
point out that the Bible does not forbid it, except in excess. And so I cannot comprehend 
those who so strongly oppose that which the Bible does not prohibit and yet feel no 
remorse or guilt whatsoever at flagrantly breaking what the Bible actually does forbid.  
 
Many Christians today would consider that these Maccabees, Eleazar, and others like 
him, died in vain - or at least that today, they would not have had to die since the laws 
have changed with regards to food. Let us examine some objections to Biblical Kashrut 
from the New Testament, which may be used to justify eating unclean foods. 
 
                                                 
15 Bikurei Tziyon, Issue 69, Vaykra/Leviticus, 5761 (2001) 
16 Deuteronomy 14:25, 26 
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Lie #1. God changed His mind  
 
Truth: God said, "For I am YHVH, I do not change…" (Malachi 3:6)  
 
Lie #2. Jesus (Yeshua) did away with all that 'Old Testament law'  
 
Truth: Yeshua said, "Do not think that I came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. I 
did not come to destroy but to fulfill. For assuredly I say to you, till heaven and 
earth pass away, one jot or one tittle will by no means pass from the law till all is 
fulfilled. Whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches men 
so, shall be called least in the Kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and teaches 
them, he shall be called great in the Kingdom of Heaven." (Matthew 5:17-19)  
 
Lie #3. Paul (Sha'ul) abolished the Torah (law)  
 
Truth: Paul said, "Neither against the law of the Jews, nor against the temple, nor 
against Caesar have I offended in anything at all." (Acts 25:8)  
 
New Testament Objections: 
 
1. Ritual handwashing: (Matthew 15:11, 17-18) These verses are written in the context of 
a conflict between Yeshua and the religious leaders over the ritual washing of hands 
before eating. The issue of what is and is not considered food is not discussed, for the 
Torah has already made this clear. Yeshua was centering his comments on whether or not 
eating with unwashed hands made the food unclean.  
 
Of course we know it is better to wash one's hands before eating, but Yeshua's arguments, 
I believe, were with their religious nitpicking with regards to the 'oral law' - that is, 
traditions they taught as doctrines which were man-made, not divine rules, and not 
written in the Torah. There is nothing in Torah which commands us to wash our hands 
before we eat. This is what Yeshua was challenging.  
 
The phrase, "Thus He declared all foods clean" (Mark 7:19) did not appear in earliest 
manuscripts. It is not in the King James' Version and was probably a later scribal 
addition.  
 
2. Peter's Vision: (Acts 10)  
 
The fact that most Christians bring up Peter's Vision as justification for their eating pork 
and shellfish astounds me, since scriptures so clearly state the meaning of this vision as 
about Gentiles being accepted into the covenant, and not about food.  
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 Peter had fallen into a trance and saw heaven opened and an object like a great sheet, 
holding all kinds of animals, birds, and creeping things, descended to the earth. A voice 
spoke to Peter saying, "Rise, Peter; kill and eat." . But Peter refused. Why? Because he 
knew God's prohibition against eating 
these foods and Yeshua had not taught 
him otherwise.  
 
If Yeshua really had taught that all 
foods are now clean, why would Peter 
have been so flabbergasted by the 
vision? Why would he still be keeping 
kosher, years after Yeshua's death, if 
his rabbi, teacher and Lord had told 
him "It's O.K. Peter, go ahead and eat 
treif (unclean) meats now." Instead, his 
reaction was definite surprise for he 
had "never eaten anything common 
or unclean". (Acts 10:14)                         
                                  Peter's vision of a sheet with animals. Illustration from Treasures of the Bible, 1894  
 
Wouldn't you be surprised if you had a vision of a sheet descending from heaven with 
naked people fornicating and a voice said, "__________, rise up and commit adultery." 
Would you really think this was a voice from heaven or from the devil? God's voice 
would not tell us to sin against His commandments.  
 
But when Peter pondered the vision, the Spirit of God told Peter to go with three men to 
the house of a Gentile. Peter's first reaction would have been to decline the invitation, 
since at that time it was unlawful for a Jewish man to intermingle with people of the 
nations. This was not a racist attitude. We must remember that Israel was set apart as a 
holy nation, holy, sanctified for God's service amidst a sea of pagan, heathen nations.  
 
But Peter understood through the revelation of the Holy Spirit that "God has shown me 
that I should not call any man common or unclean." (Acts 10:28) 
 
 It was definitely hard for the Jews to believe, but the reproach of Egypt had been rolled 
away from the Gentiles who had been circumcised in their hearts, not by human hands 
but by the hand of the Messiah.17  
 
The Jerusalem Council: (Acts 15)  
 
This is another thorny issue - a sand trap that many fall into when read at a quick glance. 
Some use the decision of the Jerusalem council to say, "See, we don't have to keep all 
those 'Jewish laws!”.  

                                                 
17 Colossians 2:11 
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You've already heard my view about calling God's commandments 'Jewish laws' in order 
to exclude oneself as a non-Jewish Believer, so I will not belabor the point.  
 
Who was this ‘Jerusalem Council’ and what was their decision?  
 
A group of Yeshua’s disciples met to discuss an issue that was threatening to divide the 
body of Messiah (the early church). Certain of the believers taught that Gentiles must be 
circumcised according to the Law of Moses in order to be saved. In other words, they 
were trying to convince Gentiles that unless they formally convert to Judaism, according 
to the laws and customs of the Jews, they would not find a place in the New Covenant 
which God promised only to Judah and Israel. 18 
 
There was quite a dispute about this issue. Peter stood up in the midst of the arguing and 
rebuked them for trying to put a yoke on others’ necks that neither they nor their fathers 
could bear. Now obviously, Peter was not referring to the Torah, since the commands of 
God are not burdensome, but rather give us liberty and are our delight. 19 
 
What, therefore, was Peter referring to? It is most likely that he meant the oral law or 
traditions, which are codified in the Talmud, and which observant Jews consider of equal 
or even greater authority than the written Torah. The disciples come to a judgment that 
there are four laws Gentiles must begin keeping when turning from paganism to God.  
 
These are: "to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality, from 
things strangled, and from blood." (Acts 15:20) 
 
 Even by this scanty list, many Gentile Believers sin every time they eat a rare steak! But 
why these four items mentioned? Are these the only things that non-Jews need to keep in 
order to be holy people? I have heard some Jewish Believers actually affirm this. So does 
this mean that if one is not Jewish by birth, then he or she can go out and murder 
someone or commit adultery with their neighbor’s wife or curse their mother and father 
and still be considered holy in God's sight? Of course this is ridiculous – and yet none of 
these are specifically mentioned. 
 
These four laws were simply a starting point in a new Believer’s walk with the God of 
Israel. Then these new baby Believers were expected to be discipled by listening to the 
Torah being preached in the synagogues each Sabbath.  
 
"For Moses has had throughout many generation those who preach him in every 
city, being read in the synagogues every Sabbath." (Acts 15:21)  
 
 It was assumed that they would grow and mature in their new lives of godliness and 
holiness. It is a lifetime study and a process that we are all engaged in, but we have to 
start somewhere, and we can't be expected to learn it all at once or we’d soon become 
overwhelmed and possibly give up. 
                                                 
18 Jeremiah  31:31 
19 1John 5:3; Psalm 119:47 
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Today, most synagogues, unfortunately, no longer preach much of the Torah20; but it is 
possible to find balanced teachers of the Torah with a Messianic Hebraic perspective. 
With the growth of the internet, there is a wealth of materials and study available for the 
Believer not familiar with the Torah. Also, we need to always remember that the Word of 
God along with the Holy Spirit is the best teacher of all! 
 
We will never be perfect in this lifetime, but as long as we are walking in the direction of 
Torah obedience, and not remaining stuck in stubborn rebellion to God's commandments, 
we can rest assured we're on the right track. With our cooperation, He will complete the 
good work He has started in us21.  
 
Every Creature of God is Good: 
 
"Every creature of God is good, and nothing is to be refused if it is received with 
thanksgiving, for it is sanctified by the word of God and prayer." (1Timothy 4:1-5) 
There, we already have our answer - all creatures which are sanctified by the Word of 
God. How can something God has 
declared in His Word as unclean and 
detestable (or even an abomination) be 
at the same time 'sanctified'.  
 
If a creature is not sanctified by the 
Word of God, then it cannot even be 
considered ‘food’. According to 
Leviticus chapter 11 and Deuteronomy 
chapter 14, unclean foods cannot be 
sanctified by the word of God (the 
Tanach).  

The pig is 
considered an unclean animal as food in Judaism and Islam. 

 
God declares that by eating these things, we become defiled - we lose our sanctification. 
The Hebrew word used indicates a spiritual rather than a physical contamination by 
eating these ‘unclean animals’. 
 
“ Do not defile yourselves by any of these creatures. Do not make yourselves unclean 
by means of them or be made unclean by them.’  (Leviticus 11:43) 
 
Unclean animals were at this time, not even considered as food by the believing 
community. To state that anything which is prayed over with thanksgiving is beneficial 
for us is ridiculous. If we pray over rat poison or cocaine and offer thanksgiving for it, 
will it not still harm our bodies?  

                                                 
20 Most synagogue services consists of chanting prayers from a ‘siddur’ in Hebrew 
21 Philippians 1:6 
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Eating Whatever is Put Before You 
 
"And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, eat such things 
as are set before you." (Luke 10:8)  
                                              big-eared bat 
  
Some would interpret this to mean that we should eat whatever is set before us, whether 
clean or unclean, no questions asked. Is this the proper interpretation? Yeshua and His 
disciples observed Torah; they did not break the commandments of God, nor 
would they have taught others that they should do so (at the risk of being 
called the least in the kingdom). Therefore it is illogical to think that the 
scriptures here are instructing the people to disregard God's dietary laws and 
eat anything set before them.  
                                          Blue crab  
 
 I believe the assumption here is that they would be staying with other 
believers, who would also be keeping the commandments. They need not worry 
about being offered unclean foods, but were being admonished not to be picky 
or fussy about the quality of food offered, but just eat it and be grateful! It is a 
sad state of affairs that believers today (Jews as well as non-Jews) have come 
to be so indifferent about God's commandments in this area of diet, that one can 
never be sure what will be served at a fellowship meal.                                             mouse 
 
Bacon and eggs was served at one church breakfast prayer meeting where we 
were invited to share about Israel. At a luncheon during Passover, all that was 
served were buns with yeast and ham. This shows a complete lack of 
sensitivity and sensibility towards Jews, God, and our responsibility to keep 
His commandments.  
 
 “And the pig, though it has a divided hoof, does not chew the cud; it is 
unclean for you. 8 You must not eat their meat or touch their carcasses; 
they are unclean for you.”  (Leviticus 11:7) 

 
The Pig (2010 drawing by Mariana Ruiz Villarreal) 

 
We are not 'saved' by keeping the Torah, including the laws of kashrut. Someone once 
said, "Eating pork will not keep you out of heaven; it might even get you there faster!" 
But it is an expression of our love for God that we desire to keep His commandments.  
 
"For this is the love of God ; that we keep His commandments." (1 John 5:3) 
 
 Notice that the only ones that the devil is enraged against are those who, not only hold to 
the testimony of Yeshua, and also keep the 
commandments of God.22 And at the end of the 
entire book, in the last chapter of Revelation, we 
                                                 
22 Revelation 12:17 
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are told that those who do His commandments are blessed and these have the right to the 
tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city. But left outside are those who 
love and practice a lie.23  
 
We must, in these last days, sort out truth from lies. We must not hang onto lies that we 
have believed out of tradition, or by listening to others rather than studying the Word 
ourselves.  We must personally study the Word of God to know what instructions God 
has given His people. 
 

Examples of cloven hooves in goats(upper left), pigs (lower left) and cattle(lower right). 
       But horses lack cloven hooves (upper right) 
 
God's laws are for our own good; we break them only at our peril. The laws exist - our 
choice is whether to choose life or death. This has nothing to do with God's love for us. 
There is a vital difference between punishment and natural consequences. If we jump off 
a tall building, we will probably break some bones and possibly even sustain a fatal 
injury. This is due to a law called gravity. It is not because God doesn't love us, but 
because we broke an immutable law.  
 
Similarly, if we choose to break God's dietary laws, we may contract cancer or other 
diseases that might prove fatal, even though we plead for God's healing. This doesn't 
mean God's love for us had lessened, only that we broke His dietary laws. We chose 
death. That great promise we have in scripture, 'I am the God who heals you', which we 
love to sing and to claim by faith, is preceded by words which are often overlooked.  
 
"If you diligently heed the voice of the Lord your God and do what is right in His 
sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His statues, I will put none of the 
disease on you which I have brought on the Egyptians. For I am YHVH who heals 
you." (Exodus 15:26)  
 
Jews who kept the dietary laws did not perish in such great numbers as the ‘goyim’24 
during the plagues of the Middle Ages. Because of this, they were blamed for the plagues 
and accused of 'poisoning the wells', but the real reason for their good health while the 
rest of Europe suffered was because they obeyed God's laws of kashrut and abstained 
from eating unclean foods.  
 
The primary purpose of the dietary laws, however, are not for hygienic or health reasons, 
but to set us apart as a holy people. "For I am the Lord your God: sanctify yourselves 
therefore, and be ye holy; for I am holy…" (Leviticus 11:44)  
 
God identifies Himself as the God who brought us out of Egypt and reminds us that His 
purpose in this deliverance was in order that we could serve Him. Not everyone who 
follows the God of Israel can trace his or her roots back to this nation that came out of 
Egypt. Actually very few of us could definitely prove our heritage or trace our roots to 

                                                 
23 Revelation 22:14 - 15 
24 Gentiles or nations 
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ancient times;  but all who are in Yeshua have been set free from slavery to satan and the 
powers of darkness.  
 
Why? Is it in order that we might be free from God's commandments? Of course not. We 
have been set free from sin (breaking the law) in order to become slaves of righteousness. 
"And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness."(Romans 
6:18)  
 
Some may object that we have been made holy (kadosh), sanctified and set apart by the 
blood of Yeshua. This is true, but how do we live out this state in a practical sense? It is 
by following the Torah, which is our divine guidebook or instruction manual for happy, 
successful human living.  
 
Although the sacrifice of Yeshua has done away with the need for animal sacrifices, He 
did not abolish the Torah.25 The nation of Israel was given the Torah and instructed on 
how to live as a holy nation. Now, those who were once far away, those not of Israelite 
heritage, are also a chosen nation, a royal priesthood.  
 
"But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own special 
people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness 
into His marvelous light." (1Peter 2:9)  
 
Peter warns these Believers who once were 'not a people' (Loh ami), to keep their 
conduct honorable among the Gentiles by abstaining from fleshly lusts which war against 
your soul. 26 Yes, he may be speaking of sexual misconduct, but fleshly lusts may also 
refer to our appetite for food.  
 
Jewish people believe that a spirit of impurity enters one who eats unclean foods. God 
Himself warns us not to become spiritually defiled by these foods.  
 
 
The Problem of the Flesh 
 
What then is stopping us, Jew or Gentile, from keeping God’s dietary laws?  We are left 
with one sticky and persistent hindrance to following these commands about kashrut - the 
flesh. For many of us, the spirit is indeed willing, but the flesh is sadly weak.27 Only the 
Spirit of God can give us the strength to overcome fleshly temptations. 
 
 I would like to share one final testimony. A couple that I met while teaching classes on 
the Jewish roots of Christianity became quite enthused about all they were discovering - 
that is - until they reached this point about kashrut.  
 

                                                 
25 Matthew 5:17-19 
26 1 Peter 2:11-12 
27 Matthew 26:41 
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You see, they both loved shellfish - shrimp, 
specifically. They tried to abstain from their 
tasty shrimp, but one day they gave in to 
temptation, and because their freezer was full of 
shrimp, they decided to cook the lot according to 
their favorite recipe. It sat, steaming, in a bowl 
on the table, and both husband and wife sat 
staring at it for some time.  
 
Finally, they looked at one another and knew - 
they could not eat that shrimp. For the Spirit of 
God had transformed their desires to conform 
with the written word of God, so that this 
unclean and forbidden food had become 
detestable to them. They simply could not take a 
single bite!  
 
“Of all the creatures living in the water of the 
seas and the streams you may eat any that have fins and scales.  But all creatures in 
the seas or streams that do not have fins and scales – whether among all the 
swarming things or among all the other living creatures in the water – you are to 
regard as unclean.   
 

And since you are to regard them as unclean, you must not eat their meat; you must 
regard their carcasses as unclean.  Anything living in the water that does not have 
fins and scales is to be regarded as unclean by you.”  (Leviticus 11:9-12) 
 
In my rebellious days, I confess that I used to eat pounds of bacon over at my Gentile 
boyfriend's house - on shabbat yet! Can a Jewish girl get more rebellious than that? But 
when the Lord saved me and revealed His word to me, the Spirit of God began to compel 
me to keep His commandments, as is His promise. (Ezekiel 36:27).  
 
We must progress beyond the mechanical keeping of His written Word and learn to walk 
in specific obedience to the voice of His Spirit.  For each one of us, there may be 
something that we are hanging onto that we know is not pleasing to the Lord, especially 
in the area of our diets. This is causing defilement and preventing us from walking in the 
holiness that we desire and that is God's will for our lives. 
 
The Lord spoke to me through another line in Tenny's book. He wrote:  
 
"I have an aunt who 'gave up drinking Coke' when she was seeking the presence of God 
in her life. She really enjoyed drinking Coca-Cola, but she prayed, "God, if You will visit 
me, I'll never drink another one." God took her at her word. I used to laugh about it as a 
kid and tease her as I waved a Coke in front of her. "Here, you want a Coke?" She would 
just laugh and say, "No, I don't want a Coke." Even then that laugh of hers always left me 
feeling like she knew something I didn't."  
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"Now,…I can say, "I understand now, Auntie, I understand." Nothing is worth holding on 
to so hard that you can't hold Him." (p. 98-99)  

I have a question to ask you. What are you holding onto that you need to let go of?  I
hope and pray that God's powerful anointing will break any unholy bondages in the area 
of our appetites, and that we will walk in greater liberty for His glory!  

May the Word of God and His Spirit continue to lead and guide us in Truth, teaching us 
how to live holy as He is holy. May we truly become God's’ segulah’, his special treasure 
- a kingdom of cohanim (priests) - a holy nation called out of darkness into His 
marvelous light. In Yeshua's name. Amen.  
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feel free to share this message with others.  If you have 
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nesher.hannah@gmail.com  

For further teaching materials, please visit our website: 
www.voiceforisrael.net    

If you appreciate these teachings (and if God stirs your heart to give ), your 
donations and offerings are greatly appreciated.  It is through your generous 
financial and prayer support that we can continue to send the Word forth from 
Zion and Jerusalem.  You may donate on-line through paypal: 
http://www.voiceforisrael.net/donate 

 or by sending a cheque to: Hannah Nesher  Voice for Israel 
#313-11007 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, AB. T5K 0K6 Canada

P.S. For direct bank deposit or address in Israel, please contact us for acct. details. 

Shmini Study Questions 

1.  What is the spiritual significance of number eight in a Hebraic context? 
2. Why did God strike down Nadav and Avihu?  Do you think this was fair/right? 
3. Is there any way in which we are serving that Lord that it seems He has not commanded? 
4. Have you ever had a day in which something very unexpected happened?  Share. 
5. What do you think about a believer drinking wine or alcohol? 
6. Do you feel that we walk in a ‘fear of the Lord’ today?  Give examples 
7. Is there any area in which you wonder if you are walking in presumption? Discuss 
8. How do you feel about these ‘sudden death’ judgments?  Why do you think God does not 

seem to operate in this way today?  Have we become too casual about God’s holiness? 
9. Discuss this controversial issue about non-Jews (Gentiles) who believe in Yeshua being 

required to obey the Torah (keeping Shabbat, moadim (appointed times), kashrut, etc.) 
10. Do you keep Biblical kashrut? Why or why not?  
11. What about Rabbinic kashrut?  What is your perspective about this issue for believers? 
12. The issue of food is sensitive and often emotionally charged.  Is there anything in your 

diet that you think you should give up for the Lord?  Share. 
13. Could you give some convincing responses to Christians who present the common 

objections to observing Biblical kashrut? 
14. How do we know that Peter’s vision was not about food? 
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