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EMOR  {ֱאֹמר} “Say”

Leviticus 21:1-24:23; Ezekiel 44:15-31; Luke 14:12-24

A Messianic Jewish Commentary 
By Hannah Nesher    www.voiceforisrael.net

“Then the LORD said to Moses, ‘Say (emor) to the priests, 
the sons of Aaron ...’” (Leviticus 21:1)

This week’s parashah continues our study of holiness with the
laws regarding purity for the Cohanim (Jewish priesthood) and
the sanctity of time through the ’moadim’ (God’s appointed
feasts and festivals).

The title, Emor, means ‘say’ in Hebrew, from the opening 
verse, “Say (emor) to the priests (cohanim)….”  Moses then 
spoke God’s instructions regarding rules of purity to the
priests ֲֹּהנִים) ,כ Kohanim), who were obligated to hold to a 
stricter standard than the general population.    

Blowing the Shofar
(illustration from the 1894 Treasures of the Bible)

The laws of holiness regarding the Jewish priesthood were so extremely strict and exacting
because of the great responsibility of their position in serving Adonai:

“They shall be holy to their God and not profane the name of their God. For they offer the 
Lord's food offerings, the bread of their God; therefore they shall be holy.”  (Leviticus 
21:6)

So strict were these laws, in fact, that a daughter of a priest (Cohen) who committed sexual 
immorality would be burned by fire! 

“And the daughter of any priest, if she profanes herself by whoring, profanes her father; 
she shall be burned with fire.”  (Leviticus 21:9)

The priests were not to make themselves ceremonially unclean by contact with a person who had 
died unless that person was a very close relative such as a father or mother; son or daughter; but 
not anyone related to him through marriage.  Contact with the dead was one of the conditions 
that would cause ceremonial defilement.

A priest also, because he was in charge of food offerings to the Lord, had to be very careful to 
adhere to stringent laws of holiness. For example, he could not marry a divorced woman or a 
widow (although this was permissible for the rest of Israel); he was required to marry a virgin 
from his people.  
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“The woman he marries must be a virgin.  He must not marry a widow, a divorced woman, 
or a woman defiled by prostitution, but only a virgin from his own people, so that he will 
not defile his offspring among his people. I am the LORD, who makes him holy.’”  (Leviticus 
21:13-15) 
 
The high priest (Cohen Hagadol), who had been anointed with the holy anointing oil, could not 
even show traditional signs of mourning such as allowing his hair to become unkempt 
(uncovering his head) or tearing his garments, not even for his mother or father.1  
 
The New Testament tells us that there are some who will be judged by a stricter standard than 
others, for example, teachers of the Word of God. 
 
“Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we 
who teach will be judged more strictly.” (James 3:1) 
 
Why?  It is because with greater knowledge comes greater responsibility. A teacher may have a 
wider circle of influence – for good or for evil – than the general population since they teach 
others not only by their words but by their living example.   A teacher may be looked up to by 
his or her students; therefore those who teach God’s Word are to live an exemplary life – a 
sobering challenge.  
 
There are some servants of the Lord who may be called to live by a stricter standard than the rest 
of God’s people. For example the apostle Paul said that although all things are permissible for 
him, not all are helpful:  
 
“All things are legitimate [permissible—and we are free to do anything we please], but not 
all things are helpful (expedient, profitable, and wholesome). All things are legitimate, but 
not all things are constructive [to character] and edifying [to spiritual life].”  (1 Corinthians 
10:23) 
 
No Defects Allowed 
 
No one who was disfigured, deformed, crippled, blind or with any defect or disability 
whatsoever could come near the curtain or the altar of the Lord.   
 
“And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, “Speak to Aaron, saying, “None of your offspring 
throughout their generations who has a blemish may approach to offer the bread of his God.”  
(Leviticus 21:16-17) 
 
We may be so thankful that because of Yeshua, this kind of perfection is no longer required to 
approach God. Yeshua came for the sick, not the healthy; and to save sinners, not the righteous.2  
It was exactly for these kinds of ‘imperfect people’ - for the lame, the blind, the deaf, the 
crippled in body and soul, that Yeshua came to heal, deliver and set free.  
 
                                                 
1 Leviticus 21:10-11 
2 Luke 5:31-32 
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 In the synagogue, Yeshua read from the scroll of the prophet Isaiah and confirmed his divine 
mission thus: 
 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; 
he has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of 
sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised.” 
(Luke 4:18) 
 
According to the New Covenant, Yeshua is our ‘Cohen 
Hagadol’ (High Priest) who was without any spot or blemish. 
When examined, they could find no fault in Him. Therefore 
He has sanctified us through his blood and made us whole in 
order that each of us may come boldly to the Throne of grace 
and find mercy.   
                                                                                          
“For we do not have a high priest who cannot sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but One who has been tempted in 
all things as we are, yet without sin.  
 
Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne 
of grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to 
help in time of need.”  (Hebrews 4:15-16)  
 

Yeshua reads from scroll in synagogue  
                                                                                                                      painting by James Tissot 
 
Whereas under the Old Covenant, God’s people needed to approach Him with fear and trembling 
and only through the mediation of the Cohanim; we now have the privilege of approaching God 
with freedom and confidence – through the New Covenant we have in Yeshua Hamashiach (the 
Messiah). 
 
“In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and confidence.”  
(Ephesians 3:12) 
 
Moadim (God’s Appointed Times) Moed (מועד) plural moadim (מועדים) 

After these instructions, God told Moses to speak further to the Israelites about observing several 
sacred meeting times (called mo’adim in Hebrew). These are sometimes referred to as the 
‘Feasts of Israel’; but in actuality God says they are ‘His moadim’.   

“The LORD said to Moses, “Speak to the Israelites and say to them: ‘These are my 
appointed festivals (moadim)  (מועדים), the appointed moadim of the LORD (YHVH  יהוה), 
which you are to proclaim as sacred assemblies.”  (Leviticus 23:1-2) 
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These biblical meeting times include: 

- Shabbat (Sabbath) on the seventh day 
- Pesach (Passover) for seven days beginning at sundown on the 14th day of the first month 

of Nissan 
- Bikkurim (First fruits) 
- Shavuot (Feast of Weeks) fifty days later 
- Yom Zikaron Tru’ah (Rosh Hashanah -New Year) first day of the seventh month 
- Yom Kippur (Day of Atonement) on the 10th day of the seventh month 
- Sukkot (Tabernacles) for eight days beginning on the 15th day of the seventh month 

(Tishrei) 

Holy Time 
 
God not only sanctifies people and places, but also time. People places, and time, and are a three-
strand cord held together by the One who sanctifies and makes each holy. King Solomon wrote 
in his wisdom, “For everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven.” 
(Ecclesiastes 3:1)   
 
God has a divine purpose for each one of His sacred meeting times. Are we missing a blessing 
by failing to keep our ‘appointments’ with God? Each 
of these are intended to be celebrations or memorials of 
Him. The word, 'moed' (singular form), מועד comes 
from the root meaning 'appointed, designated or 
designed’.  
 
The tent of appointed meeting in the desert was called 
the ohel (tent) mo'ed. It was the designated place of 
meeting between God and His people.  The mo’adim 
are God’s designated times to meet with His people.   
                                                                                           Model of the tent of meeting in Timna Park, Israel 
 
Are these moadim relevant to non-Jewish followers of Yeshua? 
 
This is a question some Christians ask since many have not learned about them in the church. For 
the answer, we must look not to our own opinion but to God’s word for the truth.   
 
Most people call these “Jewish holidays”, and some non-Jewish followers of Yeshua even fear 
their observance, lest they appear 'too Jewish' to others or 'come back under the law'. Others call 
them the “Feasts of Israel”. But God calls them HIS feasts - His appointed times:  Moadei 
YHVH'  יהוה.   “ These are MY appointed seasons (moadim)…” (Leviticus 23:2)  
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If they belong to God, and were initiated by God, then they are also the privilege of the people of 
God, both Jew and non-Jew. If these moadim are only for Israel, then so is the Messiah, the 
Bible, and the Covenants, since these too were given to the Israelites first.  
 
Just as the Bible and the Messiah were first given to Israel but then extended to people of every 
tongue and tribe through the New Covenant in the Jewish Messiah Yeshua, so is everyone 
welcome to celebrate these feasts and festivals of the Lord. 

The reason they are so significant for non-Jewish believers also is that each one of them points to 
an important prophecy that the Messiah has either already fulfilled in His first appearance on 
earth or will fulfill at His second coming. 

The spring festival of Passover, Bikkurim and Shavuot (Weeks) have already been fulfilled by 
the death and resurrection of Yeshua; and by the pouring 
out of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  The fall festivals of 
Trumpets, Atonement and Sukkot will be fulfilled when 
the shofar blows and the Lord returns for the second time 
to establish His reign on earth.  
 
“In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet (shofar); for the trumpet (shofar) will sound, 
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will 
be changed.”  (1 Corinthians 15:52)                                                   

A shofar 
Let us examine each one of these moadim in a bit more detail.3 
 

1. The first 'appointed day' is Shabbat  שבת.  
 
All the other feasts build upon this foundational mo’ed. Shabbat is a word related to ‘la’shevet’ 
 ’which means ‘strike  שביתה ,meaning 'to sit'. It is even tied to the Hebrew word, shvitah לשבת 
(as in workers going on strike).   
 
 This is exactly what we are to ‘do’ on Shabbat. For one day a week (which God chose as the 
seventh, not the first day), our restless, relentless activities are to come to a screeching halt.  
 
We have the privilege of just sitting and resting (going on strike from work) without any guilt 
whatsoever.  This serves as a reminder that we are no longer slaves - neither to our work nor to 
the kingdom of darkness. We have been delivered and are now only slaves to righteousness. 4 

                                                 
3 For a deeper study on each one, see the series of books by the author, ‘Messiah Revealed in….’ 
www.voiceforisrael.net 
4 Romans 6:18 
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That righteousness includes obedience to God's 
commands of which keeping Shabbat is primary and 
foundational.   
         
Keeping Shabbat is not only one of the Ten 
Commandments; but it is also a sign that we trust God 
to provide for all of our needs, even if we only work for 
six days a week.  Shabbat is a special sign between God 
and His people, a nation which now includes anyone 
grafted in through Messiah, no matter what their ethnic 
or racial background. Shabbat symbolizes our 'works' 
being finished.      

Lighting Shabbat candles 
 
We are saved by the blood of the Lamb. So too did Yeshua, when He had completed His task of 
offering up the ultimate sacrifice, "sit down at the right hand of God." 5  We, too, can follow his 
example in 'sitting' and resting on Shabbat. 6 
 
 2. Pesach (Passover): The second appointed day is Passover, followed by seven days of the 
Feast of Unleavened Bread (Chag ha matzot). This is 
the start of the Biblical New Year in the spring.  
 
The root of Pesach means to 'pass over'. For when He 
saw the sign of the blood on the homes of the 
Israelites in Egypt, the angel of death 'passed over' 
them and did not enter to destroy.  
 
So too, do we today place the blood of the Lamb of 
God, Yeshua, over the doorposts and lintels of our 
hearts and lives in order that the coming wrath of God 
will 'pass-over' us.                                                                            Passover Seder plate 
     
One day, God will once again 'pass over' His people 
in Jerusalem and rescue us. "Like flying birds so 
the Lord of Hosts (YHVH Tz'vaot) will protect 
Jerusalem…He will pass over (pasach) and 
rescue it." (Isaiah 31:5)  
 
The Feast of Matzot (unleavened bread) is a time 
that we cleanse our homes from all evidence of yeast 
and eat only unleavened bread. This symbolizes the 
cleansing and removal of the sin in our lives. 
(1Corinthians 5:7)  

                                                 
                                                       The Search for Leaven (illustration circa 1733–1739 by Bernard Picart) 

                                                 
5 Hebrews 10:12, Mark 16:19 
6 See A Messianic Jewish View of the Sabbath, www.voiceforisrael.net/shop 
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The matzah which we eat on Passover is a picture of Yeshua.  When He broke the matzah at his 
last meal with His disciples, He said, “This is my body, broken for you…” 7 As we can see, the 
matzah is pierced, bruised,  and striped; just as our Messiah was “pierced for our 
transgressions, bruised for our iniquities and by His stripes we are healed.” (Isaiah 53:5)  
 
 Matzah  is called the 'Bread of Affliction'.  We know that in all 
our afflictions, so too is He afflicted. He hears our cries and will 
answer us. We must be willing to eat the bread of affliction, to 
endure those trials and tribulations of our lives which purify and 
cleanse us from the leaven of sin, especially pride (that which 
'puffs us up').   

 
 
3) Feast of Firstfruits (Bikkurim):  At the beginning of the barley harvest, 
the first sheaf of wheat was presented at the sanctuary (on the day after the 
Sabbath). Yeshua was resurrected on the Feast of Firstfruits, right after the 
Shabbat (Sunday starts the evening before just after the seventh day Shabbat). 
In Hebrew, it is called Yom Rishon, the first day of the week. Yeshua was our 
example, by being raised from the dead, the Firstfruits (Bikkurim) of those 
who will also be raised up into new life (1 Corinthian 15:20 &23). 8 
 
4) Shavuot (Weeks):  This agricultural festival is associated with the wheat 
harvest and is traditionally believed to have been the 
time of the giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai. It is not 
celebrated on a specific date, but seven weeks after the 
beginning of the counting of the omer (the day after the 
first Sabbath of Passover). 

Shavuot is called: 

 The Feast of Weeks (ֻבעֹת  ;(Chag Shavuot ,ַחג שָׁ
 The Day of the First-fruits ( יםיֹום הַ  בִּּכּורִּ , Yom           

haBikurim); 
 The Feast of Harvest (יר צִּ  (Chag haKatzir ,ַחג ַהקָׁ
 A holy convocation ( א ְקרָׁ קֶֹדש-מִּ , mikrah kodesh).  
 
 
 

                                                       Offering of first fruits (illustration from a Bible card published  
                                                                            between 1896 and 1913 by the Providence Lithograph Company) 

                                                 
7 Luke 22:19 
8 See Messiah Revealed in Passover and First Fruits and DVD Passover Lamb or Easter Ham, A Messianic Jewish 
Passover  www.voiceforisrael.net 
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Shavuot is more commonly known as ‘Pentecost’ in the Christian church, from the Greek word 
‘Pente’ meaning 50, since it falls on the fiftieth day.  It it is the time when the Holy Spirit fell 
upon the apostles in the Upper room who awaited the fulfillment of Yeshua’s promise: 

       
“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the 
gift my Father promised, which you have 
heard me speak about.  For John baptized 
with water, but in a few days you will be 
baptized with  the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 1:4-5)  
 
The Lord is bringing His people into a deeper 
understanding of both His Torah and His 
Spirit and how they work together in perfect 
harmony, not in opposition. 9 
 
                                                                       A Western depiction of the Pentecost, painted by Jean II Restout, 1732. 
 
5) Yom Zicharon Truah:  
The first day of the seventh month is not the Biblical New Year (Rosh Hashana) as is the 
traditionally held Jewish belief. In truth, is a day of 'remembrance' or a memorial (zicharon) 

accompanied by raising a loud shout or blast (truah). The 
sound can be produced by raising human voices or blowing the 
shofar (ram's horn) or 
silver trumpets.  
Exactly what we are to be 
remembering is somewhat 
obscure. It is perhaps the 
advance alarm call for the 
next feast which is Yom 
Kippurim (Day of 
atonements) . A truah 
usually signals an alarm or 
call to pay attention to a  
command. It is a call also 
to self-examination 
leading to repentance.  

Photo:  Rosh Hashanah symbols: shofar, 
apples and honey, pomegranates, kiddush wine 
 
"Blessed is the people who know (discern) the truah (the 
significance of the call); O Lord, they walk in the light of 
your countenance." (Psalm 89:15) 10  
 
                                                                                                            
                                                        
                                                                                                               A man in a tallit (prayer shawl) blows the shofar 
                                                 
9 See Messiah Revealed in Shavuot  (Feast of Weeks/Pentecost) on website 
10 See new DVD Blow the Shofar in Zion available through website 
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6) Yom Kippurim (Day of Atonements):  
 
This tenth day of the seventh month is a 'shabbat shabbaton' - a Sabbath of Sabbaths. It is to be a 
total cessation of any labor, but in 
distinction to a regular seventh day shabbat, 
which is a time of joy and feasting, this 
'shabbat shabbaton' is a day to fast and 
afflict our souls. The Hebrew word for 
afflict here shares a root with humility.  
 
 
Anyone who refuses to afflict their souls on 
this day is cut off from the people of Israel. 
As we afflict ourselves through denial of 
food and drink, we identify with the 
afflicted of this world and are spurred to 
greater mitzvot (good deeds) towards those 
who are homeless, hungry, and poor. 
                                                                         
                                                                                            Day of Atonement (painting circa 1900 by Isidor Kaufmann) 
 
Isaiah tells us that this is the fast which is acceptable to the Lord, to care for people in need; and 
not to merely fast out of custom or ritual without changing our hard-hearted ways. 11 Kippurim 
comes from the root kapar, which means 'to cover'. On this day, we remember Yeshua who gave 
His life for a kaparah. His blood 'covers our transgressions'. It is not a sacrifice that we should 
treat lightly.  
 
7) Feast of Tabernacles (Booths/Sukkot):   
 
After the repentance of Yom Kippur, this appointed time is 
for joyous celebration. For seven days, starting on the 
15th day of the seventh month, we are to live in Booths 
(temporary dwellings) and rejoice before the Lord.  
 
This festival is a memorial of the time the Israelites dwelt in 
sukkot when God delivered them from Egypt. It reminds us 
that even in a desert wilderness, God provides our needs. 
Sukkot is a communal celebration, in which all members, 
young and old, participate in the construction of the 
Sukkah.  
 
Some biblical scholars believe that (rather than in the winter at Christmas time); it was at this 
time in the fall that Yeshua was born as a child, Immanuel, God With Us. 12  
 

                                                 
11 Isaiah chapter 58 is the traditional reading 
12 Isaiah 7:14 
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The Sukkah is also a picture of the covering and protection of our God. The scriptures say, “In 
the time of trouble He will hide us in His 
Sukkah (tabernacle)13.  
 
Sukkot also points to the Messianic Age 
since seven is the number of fulfillment or 
completion. God created the earth in six 
days; but on the seventh day He rested and 
said, “It is finished”. This seventh feast will 
be fulfilled when the Messiah returns and 
'tabernacles' with us.  
                                                                                              A sukkah booth 
 
"Behold the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be 
His people and God Himself will be with them and be their God. And God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow , nor crying. there 
shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away." (Revelation 21:3-4)  
 
What joy awaits us in that day. We know that our current afflictions are only 'light and 
momentary' in comparison to this eternal weight of glory. How we look forward to that day. 14 
 
Several other national and traditional ‘chagim’ (holidays) are celebrated throughout the year by 
Jewish people in Israel and around the world (as well as many believers who join us); but these 
are the ones mentioned in the 23rd chapter of Leviticus in this parashah. 
 
Have the Moadim been Abolished? 
 
Are God's appointed times abolished as so many believe? Sukkot proves that they are not. For 
when the Messiah returns to win a victory for Israel against all the nations who have come 
against her, all the survivors of the nations will be commanded to keep the Feast of Sukkot.  All 
those who refuse to participate will be cursed with drought. 15 
 
Perhaps it is time we begin to celebrate, with a remembrance of their deep spiritual significance 
for our lives, Moadei YHVH, God's appointed times. The cycle of Moadim is like a circle; one 
can join at any point. As the High Priest of Midian says in the movie Prince of Egypt, "You will 
never know all the steps, but you must join the dance." Jump in at any point, find others to 
celebrate with you, and remember the greatness of our God.  Halleluyah!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
13 Psalm 27:5 
14 See Messiah Revealed in the Fall Feasts available through website: www.voiceforisrael.net 
15 Zechariah 14:16-19 
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The following is a devotion about Times and Seasons. Timing is so critical! 
 

Mo’adim 
 

A Devotion on Times and Seasons  
 

By Hannah Nesher 
www.voiceforisrael.net 

 
“To everything there is a season, a time for every purpose under heaven” 

 (Ecclesiastes 3:1) 
 

It is essential for us, especially in these last days, to discern the season we are in, because to do 
the right thing at the wrong time could not only prove futile, it could potentially spell disaster.  
Timing is critical! God has an appointed time for things to happen in human history and in our 
own individual lives.  In Hebrew, an appointed or set time is a mo’ed  (or moadim in the plural 
form).  

 
This is the word that God uses to describe the appointed times that we, as His people, are to hold 
special meetings, as described in Leviticus 23.  They are not so much feasts or festivals (although 
they may include these); but are more of a divinely appointed time to meet and celebrate or 
remember important aspects of our walk with God – past, present, and future.  God told 
Abraham that Sarah would bear a son at the ‘set time’ (mo’ed) (Genesis 17:21)  
 
Sarah became impatient with waiting for the right season to bring forth the child of promise.  Her 
refusal to wait for the right time brought forth an Ishmael and we are still dealing with the 
resulting strife from this decision today in the Middle East.  But Abraham, through faith and 
patience, inherited the promises. (Hebrews 6:15)  
 
Waiting Upon the Lord 
 
Sometimes the hardest thing to do is to wait with patience and a good attitude for the right time 
(as any woman in her ninth month of pregnancy could tell you). The first chapter of the Tehillim 
(Psalms) assures us  that those who walk in righteousness, delighting in and meditating on the 
Torah, will be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings forth its fruit in its season. 
(Psalm 1:2-3)   
 
Yes, we are to be fruitful; we have in fact been chosen to bear much fruit to bring glory to the 
Father. We all want our lives to be fruitful; but the fruit we bring forth must be ‘in season’.   
 
In Canada where I grew up, and in other countries of the world, we recognize the seasons as far 
as Spring, Summer, Fall and Winter;  but due to the prevalence of importing fruit into the 
supermarkets all year round, we don’t consider so much the seasons of various fruits.  
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 In Israel, however, we soon became very aware of the fact that certain fruits came ripe at certain 
times and others at other times.   
 
We always knew when it was watermelon season because these big, juicy, delicious, green balls 
of fruit started showing up at the shook (market); but we also could discern the season by the 
trucks that would drive through the streets 
of our little village in the Galilee shouting 
through a loudspeaker, Avatiach!  Avatiach! 
16  
 
The children would love to run out to the 
truck and pick out a good one.  We never 
expected to eat a watermelon out of season 
because it just wasn’t available.  
 
And it is the same with other fruits. We 
could see the grapes beginning to ripen all 
along the grapevines that adorned the 
neighborhood fences and trellises starting in 
spring, but knowing they would not ripen 
until much later.   
                                                                            Baby grapes beginning to ripen on the vine in Israel 
 
When the apricots became ripe on my friend’s tree, she brought us over a big bag full.  (Too bad 
she didn’t warn us until afterwards to cut them open and check for worms!)    
 
The Winter Season 
When I would look out the window of my apartment (what I called my ‘chicken coop’)  when I 
lived in the Canadian Prairies in the 
middle of January, all I could see was 
dirty, grey snow and even dirtier 
slush;  dull grey skies and the stark, 
bare branches of naked trees.  Not a 
pretty picture, this winter in exile.  
 
Temperatures plummeted to about 30 
degrees below zero but with the wind 
chill it dropped the temperature to 
about 46 degrees below zero.  So all of 
us frozen chickens sat in our chicken 
coops doing relatively nothing, going 
practically nowhere, wishing we lived 
anywhere but here. 
                                                          Hannah shoveling snow off the driveway in winter in Canada 

                                                 
16 Avatiach - watermelon 
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We all go through winter seasons – times in our life when we seem to be unproductive and 
unfruitful; we do not see any visible signs of green growth. All of life seems to come down to 
various dull shades of grey. We can easily become frustrated and discouraged during this season 
of our lives but the Word encourages us not to give up:  
 
 “Let us not become weary in well doing; for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.” 
(Galatians 6:9)   

 
The winter season is actually a vital time of rest and renewal.  In winter, instead of working on 
our giftings, we are developing the character to sustain it.  Too often, our gifting can take us to a 
place that our character cannot keep us. Sam Farina said in one of his messages, “The sleepy 
days of winter hide us so that the seductive days of summer don’t ruin us.”   
 
Les Brown, a motivational speaker, stated that “Character is the foundation of all achievement.” 
Without the character to back our gifting, we risk bringing a reproach upon the name of God 
when we preach and heal and do signs and wonders in His name, but then people see gross sin in 
our personal lives.  
 
I vividly recall going through a hard time in my life when my faith had become weak.  During 
this time, I went to a park where a church group had organized an outdoor outreach with a drama 
team. One dramatization was really compelling! A young woman acted out being in a dark box 
without doors or windows, a prison of bondage  - of addictions to alcohol, drugs and cigarettes.  
 
 Of course you know the ending – Yeshua comes and sets her free from her box, from her 
bondages and everyone claps. Halleluyah!  Later, I saw this same young woman walk over to the 
hot dog station and light up a cigarette.  You see, it’s not so much the sin of smoking cigarettes; 
we all have sin and wrong habits, it is the hypocrisy that does us in and brings the reproach. She 
put herself in public view with non-Believers, proclaiming the power of Jesus to set people free 
from their bondages and then publicly displayed that this was, in fact, not truth in her own life.  
 
 Are we talking the talk and not walking the walk?  This is the real issue. It’s not about being 
perfect; it’s about being real, truthful and honest, not pretending to be someone we’re not.  
 
Developing our character is an inner journey; it’s about becoming a person of integrity. Having a 
rest from all the activity of the other seasons, we are able to become more introspective, 
examining our hearts, allowing the Holy Spirit to reveal any wrong attitudes and behaviors 
within us – and root them out!  It is a time for looking not only at ‘what’ we are doing, but ‘why’ 
we are doing it – the hidden motives of our heart.  
 
 Like King Amaziah, we can do right in the Lord’s sight, but not with a perfect or blameless 
heart.17  In other words, we can be doing the right things for all to see, but with the wrong 
motives.  We can fool everybody else, but we can’t fool God.  He wants to deal with this kind of 
garbage in our lives in order to promote us, to take us higher to a new level.  

                                                 
17 2 Chronicles 25:1,2 
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 Like the trees without their leaves, in winter we are bare but not barren, for our Father’s work 
in us never ceases. He who has begun a good work in us will be faithful to complete it!18  
 
God’s creation is not based on a linear system but a cyclical one and the times and seasons 
reflect the cycle of life.  There are times of new growth, of fruitfulness, of transition, and then of 
pruning and rest.  Winter is an essential time to conserve our energy for what lies ahead, a time 
to refine our character, examine our motivations and prepare for the future.   
 
Without winter’s rest, we cannot expect fruit on the trees in summer.  Every season is a season of 
growth, but the work done in winter is hidden from the visible 
eye, like a child knit together in secret in the mother’s womb;  
like a seed planted in the ground. We can be certain that given 
the right nourishment, the seed will bring forth fruit.  
 
 I read to the children (when they were younger) a simple little 
book called The Carrot Seed (by Ruth Krauss), about a little 
boy who plants a carrot seed. Everyone around him doubts that 
anything will come of this seed. But the boy believes it will. 
He continues to water the seed and pull the weeds around it. 
Time passes and nothing comes up. And nothing comes up.  
And everyone says nothing will come up.  But the little boy 
still pulls the weeds and sprinkles the seed with water. And 
then one day…a carrot comes up – just like the boy had known 
it would.  
 
Yeshua said that to enter the Kingdom we must become like a little child, with an attitude of trust 
and dependence on God. We must always be wary of a wicked, unbelieving heart, which refuses 
to trust in God or believe. (Hebrews 3:12).   We must become like that little boy with steadfast 
faith and simply do our part, believing that in the right season and at the right time, we will see 
fruit.   
 
We cannot judge people only by what we currently see happening in their lives; we cannot 
always see with our eyes what the Spirit of God is doing in the hidden recesses of their heart.  
We do not walk by sight but by faith,19 which is not what we see but what we hope for.  If we are 
not careful and sensitive to the Holy Spirit, we may ‘push’ people – our children, our spouse, and 
others beyond their ‘season’.  
 
We can be so ‘outward’ oriented, always looking for ‘results’, for how things ‘look’ and for what 
to ‘do’ in order for things to look better.  The growth in winter, however, is invisible to the eye; 
it is directed downward to the root system, which must push even deeper to sustain our faith 
when the winds blow and the storms hit. I believe that God is taking many of His people deeper 
than we have ever been before, because He knows the time of tribulation that we will soon be 
facing in the world.  
                                                 
18 Philippians 1:6 
19 2 Corinthians 5:7 
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Recently, we celebrated Tu Bishvat,20 the Israeli national 
Festival of Trees.21  We can learn so much from trees.  I 
recently listened to a precious Chinese Believer tell of a 
vision she once had.  She was very small, like a little girl, 
and the Lord stood very tall next to her, but as she looked up, 
she could see huge, tall trees, seemingly reaching to the 
heavens.  Yeshua spoke to her, “Do you know why these trees 
are so tall?  It is because their roots go so deep.”   
 
The roots of huge trees not only grow deep; they also spread 
out horizontally, entangling themselves with the roots of 
adjoining trees in the forest.  So too, must we link our roots 
with other Believers; now is not the time to become isolated 
or live independently of one another but to intertwine 
ourselves in a community of faith.  
                                                                                               

                                                The General Sherman Tree, the largest tree in the world. 
 
 It may seem like we are not ‘doing anything’ in the winter season, but let us not be deceived and 
succumb to discouragement. What we are doing in the winter season is absolutely essential to 
our survival – we are building a solid foundation on the rock of our salvation. 

 
“The Lord is my Rock, my Fortress, and my Deliverer; my God, my Strength in whom I 
will trust and take refuge…” (Psalm 18:2) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
20 See article on website for a commentary on Tu Bishvat. www.voiceforisrael.net 
21 Tu Bishvat is usually honored by making an $18 contribution to the Jewish National Fund to have one tree planted 
in the Land of Israel in your name (or in honor of someone else) 
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Walking Through the Wilderness 

 
Winter can also be considered a wilderness season –  a time of walking through a dry and thirsty 
land where we long for the refreshing waters of the Spirit of God.  One year, we recorded a 
message on ‘Walking through the Wilderness’22  at a local church. The Pastor and his wife had 
just returned from a trip to Israel and were showing us photos of the desert.  
  

 
 I happened to remark that the Hebrew word for desert, midbar,  מדבר   contains the same root 
(shoresh) as m’daber, מדבר which means to speak.  God often speaks to His people in the desert, 
or wilderness seasons of our lives.  I encourage you to watch and listen to this message on DVD 
to hear a word in due season as you journey through the wilderness to the ‘Promised Land’.  
 
 
 
 

                                                 
22 Walking through the Wilderness’ DVD recorded at the Polish Pentecostal Church in Edmonton, Ab. Canada 
(which you may order through our website:  www.voiceforisrael.net).   
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In a past newsletter, I wrote about the sense of being 
overwhelmed, pressured, and broken by the challenges 
and disappointments of life. I wrote about the hope we 
have that God, in His ways that are not our ways, will 
use the cracked pots that we are, to water the dry soil of 
the wilderness we walk through, even with our very 
tears.  
 
 Have we ever considered that tears are the only things 
that do not yield a harvest after its’ own kind?  God 
promises that as we sow, so shall we reap.  But also that:  
“Those who sow in tears will reap in joy…” (Psalm 
126:5) 

 
What an awesome hope for those who have been going through a season of weeping and 
mourning. Weeping may last for a night but joy comes in the morning.23 Even if we do find 
ourselves wallowing in the muck and miry clay of a dark pit for a season, we can gain 
confidence by considering Joseph, the main character in the parashot (scripture readings) for the 
end of the year, who was also thrown into a pit by his jealous brothers.  Even from the depths of 
our own personal pits, we can think of ourselves, like Joseph, as a ‘Prophet In Training’ (P.I.T.).   
 
Joseph was a young man with a dream.  God had placed this dream in his heart in seed form but 
it was yet undeveloped.  The development of Joseph’s character into a man who could lead a 
nation took place in a long wilderness season of betrayal, persecution and imprisonment.  The 
bigger the dream, the longer the wilderness. 
 
Even after Samuel anointed David to be Israel’s future king, he spent many years in the 
wilderness, hiding in caves from the deranged King Saul.   
 
Moses, with a heart to deliver his Hebrew brethren from their cruel bondage at the hands of the 
Egyptian taskmasters, spent forty years tending sheep on the back side of nowhere before 
actually fulfilling His calling.   
 
Only God knows how long the winter season needs to be, but in due time (at the appointed time 
– mo’ed) He will bring us out!  

 
“Joseph – who was sold as a slave. They hurt his feet with fetters, he was laid in irons, until 
the time that his word came to pass…The king sent and released him, the ruler of the people 
let him go free. He made him lord of his house, and ruler of all his possessions…” (Psalm 
105:17-21)  

 
It’s the waiting until that’s the hard part, but wait we must if we do not want to abort the perfect 
plan of God.  Just as the enemy seeks to kill and destroy the human seed through abortion, he 
also tempts us to abort our dreams and vision while yet in the gestational phase by moving ahead 

                                                 
23 Psalm 30:5 
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of time. “Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; Yes, wait for 
the Lord.” (Psalm 27:14) 

 
Tests and Trials 
 
The Lord knows just how much time and pressure it will take to accomplish His good purposes 
in us. It seems that when we have ‘passed’ one test, He just takes us to a higher level which 
means more advanced testing.   
 
The Hebrew word for test or trial is nisayon which shares its root with ‘to try’  (l’nasot)(v) .   
Isn’t that great news?!  We can never fail God’s tests, we just get to ‘try’ and try again until we 
pass, finally coming to the place where we count it all joy when we fall into various trials and 
tests, knowing this is God refining our character.  24 

 
Oh, if we could only remember this when the tests come.  I can’t tell you when my time of 
testing started, but I can tell you with confidence that it sure aint over yet .  At the time of this 
original writing, I had one or more young children home due to sickness. When one got well 
enough to go back to school the other one would fall ill and this cycle continued for weeks.  
Finally, freedom in sight, I got them both to school and settled in to write this message. That’s 
when the dog got sick.  And then the blizzard hit!  Oye! 

 
So often, we see time as our enemy – we are often hurrying, racing against time, trying to beat 
the clock.  One morning, walking my children to school (or shall I say dragging, rushing and 
hurrying them to school), I felt resentful towards this thing we call time.  My youngest son, Avi-
ad, then a typical five year old little boy, wanted to climb the snow mountains and investigate the 
dumpster out back.   
 
Pepper, a typical dog, wanted to sniff everything vertical.  But we just didn’t have the time – 
because, as I grumbled, “we have to bow down to the almighty clock and schedule.”  Something 
deep inside my soul longs for a world without alarm clocks and rigid schedules – a place where 
we are free to stop and investigate the wonders of nature – to watch the birds hopping on the 
branches and chattering their joy in anticipation of spring. 
 
 But time doesn’t have to be our enemy; time can be our friend – if we will be patient enough to 
allow it to do its work.  Many things in our lives need to be worked out in order for us to be 
transformed into the glory of God’s image. But these things simply cannot happen overnight; it is 
a process. And processes take time.  
 
We are such an impatient culture  in North America.  Non-productive time is seen as a waste.  
But God is not in a hurry.  I don’t see Yeshua rushing around Jerusalem with his to-do list in 
hand. I see a man who had time for people; who was willing to stop to listen, to heal, to be taken 
to someone’s house where there was a need.  He did not allow others to pressure him into 

                                                 
24 James 1:2-3 
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conforming to their schedule.  When Lazarus was sick, he waited three days before coming  - 
until all hope was lost  - in order to show the greatness of God in His resurrection power.25 
 
 If we could also learn to “move in the rhythms of grace” - to follow along with God’s mo’adim 
(His appointed meeting times); and to wait patiently for Him to do things in our lives at His 
mo’ed, not according to our impatience -  then I believe we could say, “All is well with my soul.”   
 
The following is a message that came in an e-mail which so beautifully describes what I have 
tried to express in this writing.  Author unknown. 
 
 Lessons of Life  
 
There was a man who had four sons. He wanted his sons to learn not to judge things too 
quickly. So he sent them each on a quest, in turn, to go and look at a pear tree that was a 
great distance away. 
 
The first son went in the winter, the second in the spring, the third in summer, and the 
youngest son in the fall.  When they had all gone and come back, he called them together to 
describe what they had seen.  
   
The first son said that the tree was ugly, bent, and twisted. The second son said no it was 
covered with green buds and full of promise. The third son disagreed; he said it was laden 
with blossoms that smelled so sweet and looked so beautiful, it was the most graceful thing 
he had ever seen. 
 
The last son disagreed with all of them; he said it was ripe and drooping with fruit, full of 
life and fulfillment.  The man then explained to his sons that they were all right, because 
they had each seen but only one season in the tree's life. 
 
He told them that you cannot judge a tree, or a person, by only one season,  
and that the essence of who they are and the pleasure, joy, and love that come   
from that life can only be measured at the end, when all the seasons  are up.  
 
If you give up when it's winter, you will miss the promise of your spring,  
the beauty of your summer, fulfillment of your fall. 
 
Moral: 
Don't let the pain of one season destroy the joy of all the rest.   
Don't judge life by one difficult season.   
Persevere through the difficult patches  
and better times are sure to come sometime sooner or later  
 
Just Trust in Yeshua, He is our only answer. 

 
 
                                                 
25 John chapter 11 

19



20 
 

The Blasphemer  
 
This parashah concludes with a blasphemer being put to death:  “The son of the Israelite 
woman blasphemed the Name with a curse; so they 
brought him to Moses.”  (Leviticus 24:11)  
 
It was decided that anyone who blasphemed the name of the 
Lord was to be stoned to death, as was anyone who took a 
human life in the sin of murder. 
 
Say to the Israelites: ‘Anyone who curses their God will be 
held responsible; anyone who blasphemes the name of 
the LORD is to be put to death. The entire assembly must 
stone them. Whether foreigner or native-born, when they 
blaspheme the Name they are to be put to death.”  
(Leviticus 24:15 – 16) 
 
At this time in ancient Israel there were many sins and 
crimes which carried the death penalty – anything from this 
sin of blasphemy to cursing one’s mother or father to sorcery 
or sexual sins – the list of crimes punishable by death is 
lengthy indeed.                                The Blasphemer Stoned (illustration from the 1728 Figures de la Bible) 
 
In the New Testament, however, we see Yeshua showing mercy to one accused of adultery who 
deserved death by stoning.  The 
Pharisees and Torah teachers 
brought a woman caught in 
adultery before Yeshua and 
asked for his response,  
 
“Teacher,” they said to Jesus, 
“this woman was caught in the 
act of adultery. The Law of 
Moses says to stone her. What 
do you say?”  (John 8:4-5)  
 
What was Yeshua’s response? 
He stooped down and wrote in 
the dust with his finger. What 
was he writing?  Some say he 
began writing the secret sins of 
the men who stood before Him.  
 
                                                                          Pieter Brueghel the Younger's oil on panel version of c. 1600 
 
 
When they demanded an answer, Yeshua replied,  
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“Let he who has no sin cast the first stone.”   
 
One by one, all the men dropped their stones and walked away leaving Yeshua alone with the 
adulteress.   He turned and said to her,  
 
“Where are your accusers? Didn’t even one of them condemn you?” 
 
“No, Lord,” she said. 
And Jesus said, “Neither do I. Go and sin no more.”  (John 8:7-11) 
We must always remember that most of us have committed sins that deserve the death penalty as 
well but thank God, Yeshua has paid the price and taken that punishment upon Himself at the 
cross.  Law and truth came through Moses but grace and mercy came through the Messiah. 
Praise His name forever! 
 
“For the Law was given by Moses, but grace and truth came by Yeshua the Messiah.” (John 
1:17) 
 
Closing Prayer:  
 
Thank you Adonai that, as Your word says, You make all things beautiful in Your time.  Help us 
to find our strength in quietness and trust, being willing to wait upon You for Your perfect 
timing.  May we have the patience to wait for Your appointed times in our lives and to endure 
the trials and tribulations that come to test us, to refine us, in order that we may be conformed 
into Your image more and more.  
 
 Help us, by Your Holy Spirit, to move in the rhythms of Your grace and to keep Your holy 
mo’adim, to remember that You are in control and our times are in Your hands.  We give thanks 
that Your mercies are new every morning and that Your faithfulness reaches to the skies.  Amen. 
 
Please receive this AARONIC BENEDICTION (BLESSING) from Zion spoken over each 
of  you with the love of Yeshua Hamashiach (the Messiah):  
 
Y’VARECH’CHA ADONAI V’YISHM’RECHA 
YA’ER ADONAI PANAV A LECHA VICHUNECHA 
YISA ADONAI PANAV ALECHA 
V’YASEM L’CHA SHALOM 
 
MAY THE LORD BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOU 
MAY THE LORD MAKE HIS FACE SHINE UPON YOU AND BE GRACIOUS TO YOU 
MAY THE LORD LIFT UP HIS COUNTENANCE UPON YOU 
AND GIVE YOU PEACE  
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Emor Study Questions 

1.  Why were the Cohanim held to such a strict standard of holiness?  Do you also feel that 
there are things permissible for others that the Lord does not want you to do? 

2. Do you feel like you have to be perfect to approach God or do you believe that He 
accepts you even with all your defects, blemishes and imperfections? 

3. What is the meaning of the word, ‘mo’ed’? 
4. What are the seven ‘feasts of the Lord’ (moadim) from Leviticus 23? 
5. Do you think of these are ‘Jewish holidays’ or biblical ones?  Do you observe these 

moadim? Why or why not?  
6. Is there any situation in your life where you are having to ‘wait upon the Lord’ for the 

right time?  What season do you feel you are in right now in your life?  Share. 
7. Do you have faith to believe that God is at work even during the winter seasons or 

periods of walking through the wilderness? What is happening at this time? 
8. How can we have patience and even rejoice when going through tests and trials of life? 
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