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Shalom from Israel and Happy Chanukah to all of our friends (chaverim) and 
Voice for Israel ministry partners.  
 
We are celebrating the joyous festival of Chanukah, חנוכה which is also called 
Festival of Lights and Feast of Dedication.   
  

On the Hebrew calendar, Chanukah is celebrated from the 25th of Kislev to the 2nd of 
Tevet (November--December).   

The most common Jewish custom on Chanukah is to light a special 9-branch menorah 
called a Hanukkiah.  

 

Avi-ad, at the age of 2, lighting our hanukkiah in Israel   (with Liat in the background). 

This special menorah used only at Chanukah time has eight candles with another 
special candle called a Shamash. This is considered the ‘servant candle’ because it is 
used to light all the others. 

Yeshua the Messiah came as a servant also and to show us the way to serve others.   
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"For even the Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give His life 
as a ransom for many." (Mark 10:45) 

Just as the shamash candle lights up all the others, it is the light of Yeshua that shines 
in and through us to others.  

John (Yochanan) testified that Yeshua is the 
true light that the darkness did not 
comprehend. (John 1:5-9) 

The darkness has no power over the light.  
When the lights are turned on, the darkness 
disappears – immediately!  It is never a 
struggle or a contest.  Light wins every time! 

This is why at Chanukah, we sing a song 
called Banu Choshech L’Garesh:   

We have come to banish the darkness.  In our 
hands is light and fire.  Each one of us is a 
small light.   But together we are a great light.  
“Tsura Choshesh – mi’pnei ha’or!  Be 
banished, darkness, in the face of the Light!”  

 

Avi dressed up like a candle for gan (kindergarten) at Chanukah time in Israel 2004 

Many people in the world are trapped in darkness.  Why?  Because they are living 

without the light that has come into the world whose name is Yeshua Hamashiach. 

When Yeshua spoke again to the 

people, he said, “I am the light of 

the world. Whoever follows me 

will never walk in darkness, but 

will have the light of life.” (John 

8:12) 

To live without spiritual light is far 
worse than being without physical 
light.  Without the Light of Messiah, 
we are not protected from the evil 
one who is called the “Prince of 
Darkness.”   



3 
 

 Without the light of Yeshua, people become spiritually paralyzed, unable to move 
forward, or stumbling over every obstacle, since they are unable to see where they are 
going. 

The way of the wicked is like deep darkness; they do not know over what they 
stumble. (Proverbs 4:19) 

The Light represents God, since God is Light and in Him there 
is no darkness at all.  (1 John 1:5)  

We are called to walk in the Light as He is Light.  It is in His light 
that we find we are not alone, and that we are cleansed from sin. 

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
with one another, and the blood of Yeshua (Jesus), His Son, purifies 
us from all sin.”  (1 John 1:7) 

For each night of Chanukah, one more candle is added to the 
hannukiah until the last night when all eight candles are lit.  The 
reason for lighting eight candles and celebrating Chanukah for 
eight nights relates to the legend of the miracle of Chanukah. 

Other customs are to eat potato latkes, a traditional Chanukah food, as well as 
soofganiyot, a sweet doughnut, both fried in oil to remind us of the miracle of the oil. 

Latkes – potato pancakes  

      

 

                     At Aroma Café in Israel selling soofganiyot (jelly donuts) 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:CHILD_LIGHTING_HANUKA_CANDLES.jpg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ukrainian_potato_pancakes.jpg
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The Legend of the Miracle of Chanukah 

In approximately 165-163 B.C., after the death of Alexander the Great, who had 
conquered and divided the entire ancient world of the Eastern Mediterranean, the area 
of Judea came under control of King Antiochus IV “Epiphanes (God Manifest).” 
 
King Antiochus tried to force the Jews to accept Greek culture, and even defiled the Beit 
Hamikdash (Holy temple) by sacrificing a pig on the altar and desecrating this holy 
place with the blood of swine – a Biblically ‘unclean’ animal.   
 
As described in the book of the Maccabees in the Apocrypha, this wicked ruler forbid 
the Jewish people from keeping God’s laws in the Torah, upon penalty of death. Many 
Jewish people were martyred rather than defy God’s commandments.   
1 
Antiochus also erecting a statue of the Greek false god, Zeus, in the Holy of Holies!  
This “Abomination of desolation” was prophesied by the Prophet Daniel. 
 
“His armed forces will rise up to desecrate the temple fortress and will abolish the daily sacrifice. Then 
they will set up the abomination that causes desolation. With flattery he will corrupt those who have 
violated the covenant, but the people who know their God will firmly resist him.”  (Daniel 11: 31 – 32)  

 
This caused a Jewish revolt, led by the courageous freedom fighters, the Maccabees  

 This word is an acronym standing for the  .מכבי 

Hebrew phrase:  Mi Kamocha Ba’elim YHVH, 

 which means, ‘Who is like  מ י כמוך באלים יהוה 

you, Adonai, amongst the gods’?  
 
Although greatly outnumbered and overpowered, 
Yehudah (Judah) the Maccabee led his brothers 
and other Jewish men in a valiant battle to drive out 
the Greeks and re-claim the Temple.  Through their 
courageous guerrilla warfare, and with God’s help, 
they won the victory in 163 B.C. and took back their 
city and Temple.                           Wojciech Stattler's "Machabeusze" ("The Maccabees"), 1844 
  
Legend has it that there was only enough special oil to burn in the Menorah for one day, 
but the oil miraculously lasted for a whole eight days until more oil could be prepared.   
Re-lighting the Menorah in the Temple represented restoring God’s presence there. 
 
The Holy Temple had originally been set up in Jerusalem so that the Jewish people 
would have a place to come and meet with God; but when the Greeks got through with 
it, the Temple was completely profaned –defiled and unfit for God’s holy presence.    
 

                                                           
1 See Messiah Revealed in Chanukah book or DVD available through www.voiceforisrael.net 
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wojciech_Stattler
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Without the presence and Light of God we are all lost.  The Word of God tells us that we 
are now the Temple of God, the dwelling place for His Holy Spirit (Ruach Hakodesh);  
 

“Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your 
midst?”  (1 Corinthians 3:16) 
 

For some of us, the enemy has invaded and defiled our ‘Temple’, causing the light 
within us to become dim, if not nearly extinguished.  Yeshua, the true light, came to 
restore the presence of God in our hearts and lives.  
 
The father of Yochanan the Immerser (John the Baptist), foretold what would happen 
when the Messiah came – He would shine on those who sat in darkness, and in the 
shadow of death.   Zechariah said of his son: 

“And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the 

Lord to prepare the way for him,…  to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow 

of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.” (Luke 1:76-79). 

As we shine Yeshua’s Light into the darkness of people’s lives, we can also guide people’s 

feet in the way of peace. So many people are living in the darkness of sin and fear, not 

knowing which way to walk.  

If we are in utter darkness we don’t see where to put our feet; we don’t know where it is 
safe to step -  but the Light shows us the pathway.  And this is the path to peace: 

“Your word is the lamp that lights the road ahead to show me the way to go.” 
(Psalm 119:105) 

 

 

 

 
A 

Hanukkah Project" exhibition at The Jewish Museum (New York) in 2010 presented a rare selection of 

Hanukkah lamps from the Museum’s collection (Wikipedia photo) 

 

Many, many people in today’s world are yearning for real peace.  People who are addicted, 

who are heart-broken and confused; even people who are trying to fill their inner void with 

material things who live by the slogan, ‘shop till you drop’ – they are all searching for that 

which will give them peace. 

 

http://www.thejewishmuseum.org/exhibitions/hanukkahproject2010
http://www.thejewishmuseum.org/exhibitions/hanukkahproject2010
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_Museum_(New_York)
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Yeshua is called the Prince of Peace (Sar Shalom in Hebrew)2. Only He can restore peace 

in our hearts and give direction to our lives.  Just as our eyes can become accustomed to 

the darkness, there are people who have resigned themselves to living in the dullness of 

depression and gloom of despair.  

 

The Prophet Isaiah said that a Great Light would 

come to deliver people from darkness:   

 

“Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom 
for those who were in distress… The people 
walking in darkness have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep 
darkness  a light has dawned.” (Isaiah 9:1-2) 
 

How did this Light come into the world? Through 
the birth of a child who would grow up to rule the world forever:  
 
 “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his 
shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor (Peleh Yoetz), Mighty God (El 
Gibor), Everlasting Father (Avi-ad), Prince of Peace (Sar Shalom).” (Isaiah 9:6) 
 

Yeshua is that Son who God gave to save the world. He said, “I have come to the world 

as its light to keep anyone who believes in me from remaining in the darkness” 

(John 12:46). 
 

The word, “Chanukah”, comes from the Hebrew word, Chanukh,  חנוך which means 

‘dedication’ as well as ‘education’.  Therefore, Chanukah is also celebrated as the Feast 
of Dedication to remember God’s great faithfulness and deliverance from their 
oppressors and the dedication of the newly cleansed temple. 
 
Is Chanukah, the Feast of Dedication in the Bible?  And did Yeshua celebrate it?  Yes!  
Yeshua went to Jerusalem for the Feast of Dedication: 
  
“It was winter, and the Festival of the Dedication was being held in Jerusalem.  
Yeshua was walking in the temple precincts, in Solomon's Portico. The Jews gathered 
round Him and asked: ‘How long must you keep us in suspense?  If you are the 
Messiah say so plainly.’”  (John 10:22 – 24) 
 
It was while in the temple area He proclaimed – “I and the Father are one.” (John 
10:30) 

 
Throughout history, just as in the time of the Maccabees, there have been those who 
have tried, again and again, to destroy God’s Covenant people.      
       

                                                           
2
 Isaiah 9:6 



7 
 

The Holocaust in Europe is one more recent example; and 
yet, against unbelievable odds, the Jewish people are alive 
today and back in their own Land. 
 
 In every war that modern day Israel has fought, she has 
never been outnumbered by less than three to one! And in 
the War of Independence in 1948, Israel was outnumbered 
by her enemies four to one!   
 
Most of these soldiers were weak, untrained, and ill-equipped 
men who had just come out of the Nazi concentration camps 
– surely not fit for battle. It is therefore even more 
unbelievable that Israel won the victory – but we serve a God 
of miracles! 
 
 

The Ink Flag, a symbol of the IDF's victory in the 1948 Arab–Israeli War 
 

 
 
These brave young men and women in the IDF 
(Israeli Defense Forces) today are our modern 
day Maccabees!  They are fighting to maintain 
Israeli’s existence as a nation.  Please pray for 
our soldiers and the nation of Israel.  The 
enemy has not given up; he is still trying to 
destroy the Jews through the spirit of radical 
Islam, and the new breed of anti-Semitism – 
now considered politically correct - anti – 
Zionism.  

 Photo: IDF soldiers on a break outside Tel Aviv 
 

Please pray for God to deliver His people again, just like at Chanukah in ancient times, 
from all of their oppressors; and to raise up mighty warriors like the Maccabees of old to 
lead Israel into victory.   
 
Pray also for God to breathe spiritual life into the Jewish people through His Spirit that 
they would be restored to Him through our Messiah, Yeshua, Light of the World. 
 
It is time at the Feast of Chanukah (Dedication/Education) to dedicate ourselves to 
‘educating’ people about the Truth, even about His heart for Israel.  
 
Will you receive the courage to be a voice crying out in the wilderness to prepare the 
way for the Lord? 
 

Happy Chanukah to all! 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ink_Flag
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1948_Arab%E2%80%93Israeli_War
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Ink_flag.jpg
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About the Author: 
 

Hannah Nesher grew up in an Orthodox Jewish 

home and received her education in a religious 

Hebrew school in Canada.  During a crisis 

pregnancy, she came to know Jesus (Yeshua) as 

her Messiah and Savior. She now lives in Israel 

with her children and grandchildren, teaching 

Christians about the Jewish roots of their faith. 

If you appreciate these teachings, your donations 

are greatly appreciated.  It is through your generous 

financial and prayer support that we can continue to 

send the Word forth from Zion and Jerusalem.  

To contribute on-line through paypal:  

http://www.voiceforisrael.net/donate 

Or write to:  # 313-11007 Jasper Ave. Edmonton, Ab.  T5K 0K6 Canada 

Note: Due to the current security situation in Israel, please contact us personally 

for direct deposit details or address in Israel 

nesher.hannah@gmail.com   www.voiceforisrael.net      

http://www.voiceforisrael.net/donate
mailto:nesher.hannah@gmail.com
http://www.voiceforisrael.net/

